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Tegislative Council,

Wednesday, 12th December, 1934.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.nt. and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Lient.-Governor re-
ceived and read, notifving assent te the
under-mentioned Bills:—

1, Road Distriets Aet Amendment (No. 2).
2, Gold Mining Profits Tax Assessment.

PAPERS—LAND TRANSACTIONS OF
MR. H. HALE.

HON. H. J. YELLAND (East) [4.23]:
I move—

That all papers dealing with the sale, or
nepotiations for snle, of property or properties
offered to the Returned Seoldiera’ Settlement
Board Iix Mr, Harry Hale, of Perth, be laid on
the Table.

I wish to state my reason for moving the
motion. The motion is restrieted to papers
relating to negotiations hetween Mr. Harry
Hale and the Returned Soldiers’ Settlement
Board. The motion of which Mr, Hamers-
tev has given notice this afternoon refers
also fo nezotiations between Mr. Hale and
the Agricultural Bank and the Indusiries
Assistance Board. I am prompted to movz
my motion as the result of statements made
by Mr. Cornell when speaking on the Agri-
cultural Bank Bill. The hon. member made
certain statements which, in a subsequent
issue of the “West Australian,” Mr. Hale
intimated were regarded by him as innuen-
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does against his integrity. Mr. Hale chal-
lenged the aceuracy of Mr. Cornell's re-
marks. In justice to both gentlemen, I con-
sider, the papers should be laid on the Table,
so that we may =ee for ourselves what is the
position.

On motion by the ChieF Seeretary, de-
bate adjourned.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.

1, Industrial Act

ment.

Arbitration Amend-
2 Bread.
Received from the Assembly.,

RESOLUTION—STATE FORESTS
To Revoke Dedication.

Message from the Assembly requesting
eoncurrence in the following reqolutlon now
considered—

That the propo<al for the partial revocation
of Stnte Forests Nos. 4, 13, 2@, 22, 27, 28, 36,
47, and 38, laid on the Table of the Legis-
lative Assembly by command by His Execl-

leney the Lieutenant-Governor on the 5th De-
cember, 1934, be carried out,

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central) [4.42]: T move—

That the resolution be agreed to.

Under Section 21 of the Forests Act, 1918,
a dedieation of Crown lands as a State
forest may only he vevoked in whole or in
part in the following manner:—{a)} The
Governor shall cause to be laid on the Table
of each Iouse of Parliament a proposal for
such revoeation. (b) After such a proposal
has been laid before IParliament, the Gov-
ernor, on a resolution being passed by both
Houses that sueh proposal le earried out,
shall by Order in Counell revoke such de-
dication. (e) On any such revocation the
land shail become Crown land within the
meaniny of the Land Act, 1898. 1n this
instance it is proposed to excise 11 areas
containing a total area of about 2,043 acres.
This is in continzanee of the policy of ex-
cising from State forests any sufficient
areas of agrienitural land which are unsuit-
able for or no longer required for forestry
purposes. The papers I laid upon the Table
of the House contain full partienlars in re-
rard to the individual areas and localities
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Before any such revoeation is recounmendel
the Conservator of Forvests makes full in-
vestizations, and if he is satisfied that the
land is no longer required for forestry pur-
poses, or in somc cases can be exchanged
for land that is better snited to his pur-
pose, he then recommends that the areas be
exeised from the forest concerned. Onee
the land is excised, it sutomatically becomes
Crown land and is available for scleetion
in the ordinary way, in aceordance with the
provisions of the Land Aet.

Altogether 11 areas are involved., eom-
prising 2,043 acres. The Conservator of
Fovests has certified that these arens arc
not reguired for forestry, and are suitable
for agrienlture. The first avea is at Collie-
Cardiff, comprising 26% aeres; the second
lot is 214 miles enst of Worsley, compris-
ing 30 acres; the third is one mile north-
cost of Greenhbushes, comprising 13/ acres;
the fourth is three miles south-east of By-
ford, eomprising 23 acres; the {ifth is two
miles south-east of Dardanup, comprising
1,630 acres; the sixth is 11 miles south-
west of Kirup, comprising 13 acres; the
seventh is eight miles south-west of Jardee,
comprising 20 acres; the eighth 1s four
miles south-west of Jardee, comprising 170
acres; the ninth iz 18 miles easi of Manji-
mup, comprising 47 acres; the tenth is 16
miles east of Jardee, comprisivg 78 acres;
and the eleventh is 13 miles south-east of
Manjimup, comprising five ncres.

HON, W. J. MANN (South-West)
[4.48}: T hope the molion will be carried.
It merely puts into effect a policy enunei-
ated years ago of making available for
selection portions of the State forests known
to be devoid of marketable timber. There
are throughout the State forests still many
arens eminently suitable for settlement,
arens which the Conservator of Forests

ecan make available for settlement if se
required. 1 congratulate the Government

on following up this policy, and I hope the
department will give the same favourable
consideration te appliecants who may de-
siv; other areas now included in our forests.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East) [4.49]:
For several sessions we lave had brought
down these Bills for the taking away of
certain areas from our forests and making
them available for settlement. So far as

[COUNCIL.]

1 can see, there has heen no attempt to
make up to the forests these areas of land
exeised,  The original intentien was that
there should be maintained as a minimum
3,000,000 acres of forests, and it wounld be
interesting to lknow what effect these re-
peated eliminations of areas for settlement
have had on that total. It looks to me as
if the continual taking away of these swall
ureas is making more or less a farce of
that proposal to reserve a definite aren of
forest land, and it appears necessary that
the House should look more closely into the
matfer and see if something eannot be done
to waintain the minimum area of forests.
So far as I ean learn, no attempt is being
made to provide other areas in lien of those
taken from the forests,

HON. L. CRAIG (South-West) [4.52]: I
hope the motion will be agreed to. Year
after year we in the South-West have heen
urging the Government to set aside certain
areas from the State forests, arcas which
do not inelude good timber eountry. Every
forest area has gullies and seetions of rea-
sonably good agricultural land which is by
no means good forest land. It has never
been suggested that good forest land should
be alienated: all that is reqnired to be ex-
cised is wood agricultural land. Quite
close to my own farin is one of these areas
to be revoked—forest land which is quite
nseless for timber. Aectnally it is not even
good agrieultural land, although it is not
bad for the purpose of agriculture, and will
grow reasonably good subterranesn eclover.
As forest land, it is guite vseless. It is
only right that the forests should be gone
over and this inferior timber land elimina-
ted and set aside for settlement. I hope
the Government will continue the policy of
throwing open the better-class agricultural
land, so long as it does not interfere with
the good timber land.

THE CHIEY SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central—in reply) [4.54]: As the
result of my investigations, T think I can
say that until the Government to which 1
was attached in 1924 accepted office, very
little was done in the direetion of dedi-
cating timber eountry. During our term
of office an linmense area was_dedieated to
forestry purposes. More recently this has
been carried on on a big scale, especially
sinee the depression arese. The land taken
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for settlement has been taken in small
blocks, and the Conservator of Forests is
satisfied that they are not suited to the
re-growth of timber. I eall to mind that
towards the end of our term of office sev-
eral members of the House urged that some
of the land suitable for agriculture, and
not suitable for timber purposes, should
be thrown open.

Ion. C. F. Baster: We still urge that;
it is the right thing to do.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: If it were good timber
land, timber would be growing on it to-day.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is so.
From what 1 can glean from the Foresis
Department, this land can never grow tim-
ber suceessfully. So why should it not be
devoted to agrienlture?

Question put and passed.

BILL—LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT,.
Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. W.
H. Kitson—WWest} [4.56] in moving the
second reading said: In the Licensing Aet
of 1923 provision was made for a referen-
dum to be taken on the subject of prohi-
bitien in 1925 and henceforward every fifth
vear. A referendum was held in 1923, but
there was no change made. Probably ne-
body really expected that there would be
any change.

Hon. H. Seddon: Is that why you are not
game to take another one?

The HONORARY MINISTER: There i»
no question of being game. The conditions
of a referendum ave that 30 per cent. of
the electors for the Assembly shall vote,
and that before any change shall be made
ihree-fifths of those voters shall record
votes in favour of the change. There
shonld have been another referendum taken
in 1930, but Parliament agreed that there
was no neeessity for it in that year, and
consequently it was not taken.

Hon. C. B. Williams; Why not amend the
Act and wipe out that provision? B

The HONORARY MINISTER: Under
the Act a referendum should be taken mext
vear, in 1933, bt the same conditions pre-
vail now as were prevailing prior to 1930.
The object of the Bill is to extend the iime
when the next referendum shall be taken to
1940, inxtead of 1933, The takine of a
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referendum means the expenditure of ap-
proximately £6,000. Then, of course, there
would be a lot more expense incurred by
the parties who would take an active part
in the referendum, for and against, and T
think T am not exaggerating when I suggest
that the expense in that connection woulil
be wasted. There is no demand for the
referendum next year. Tn recent years
there has been considerable improvement
in our hotels and in the regulation of the
sale of liquor throughout the State. So I
feel there is no need to take a referendum
next year, and if the Bill be agreed to

there will be no referendum taken until
1940, T move—

That the Bill be now read » second time.

HON. ¢. F. BAXTER (East) [459]:
When the original Bill was first introduced
many members felt there was need for an
alteration in the eontrol of our liquor laws.
and no doubt many were persuaded to sup-
port the taking of a local option poll. But
in the meantime vast ehanges have oceurred.
First of all our licensing laws have been
amended and, after experience in other
States of the Commonwealth, I am pleased
fo sav we tn this State have occasion to be
very proud of our licensing laws. The
vesult has been very gratifying. There is
no need for alteration there, and any attempi
to close the hotels at six o’clock would be 2
False move and would have a bad effect. One
bad effect would be that lignor wonld bLe
taken to the home.

Hon. H. J. Yelland: That was said when
it was decided the hotels should close at 9
o’clock.

Hon. C. ¥. BAXTER: There is a vast
difference between closing the hotels at six
o'elock and nine o’clock. The hour of six
is that at which many people cease work
and not having time to rush into a hotel
and satisfy themselves, they see to it tha
bottles of liquor are taken to their homes.
With nine o'elock closing there is not the
same likelihood of that happening. Any-
way, that is beside the question. Hegard-
ing hotels in Western Australia, we can-
not deny there bas been a vast improve-
ment during the last 15 or 16 years, and
to-day we ean be proud of the majority of
our hotels.

Hon, R, G. Moore: In what way have
they heen improved?
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Hon. C. F. BAXTER: If the hon. mem-
ber had travelled ‘throughout the State
as I did 15 years ago, and within the
last few years, he would not ask such a
question. The hotels have been improved
in every way, and cspecially with regard
to accommodation. The Licensing DBench
got to work properly, and the country hotels,
which were places that one would have will-
ingly stayed away from at one fime, are
now establishments where one does not hesi-
tate to put up. The Minister has told ns
that a poll will probably cost £6000. If
hon. members spoke sinecerely they would say
there was no possible chance in life of loecal
option securing the necessary majority.
Everyhody knows that well. Therefore why
cause turmoil amongst the people in the
State, to say nothing of the expenditure of
money unnecessarily? These sectional ques-
tions almost invariably breed trouble, and
surely we have enough at the present time
without adding to it by taking a poll on the
lignor question. I hope the House will
agree to the Bill which provides for the ex-
tension of the period for the taking of the
poll for five years.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East) [3.4]:
[ move—
That the debate be adjourned.

Members: No, let us go on with it

Motion put and negatived.

HON. C. B. WILLIAMS (South) [5.5]:
I do not know why Mr. Seddon should
want to move the adjournment of the de-
bate over a very simple matier such as
this, If I spoke for an hour I do not
suppose it would make the slightest differ-
ence, not even to the estent of one vote.

1Ton, H. Seddon: It might.

Hon. R. (3. Moore: Do you know any-
thing about the subject?

Hon, C. B. WILLIAMS: Yes, my know-
ledge is second to none in this House. I
have been a wowser and have stood for the
total abstainers and local optionists, and
T know that there is nothing in this world
that can be prohibited by legislation if the
human frame requives it. The only objec-
tion I have te the Bill is that it does not
2o far enough, and when we veach the Com-
mittee stage I shall endeavour to have the
poll extended not to 1940, but to 1980,

[COUNCIL.]

when 1 shall be dead. If wmembers are
aware of what probibition has dome in
America, they will agree that it has been
anything but a benefit to mankind. If they
do not agrec with that, then I might be
t«mpted to say something like Mr. Moore’s
comment last night, that hon. membhers were
not using their hrains. We know of the
sufferings of Ameriea during its vears of
probibition, and the tragedies that oc-
curred, Since prohibition has ceased theve,
there have been fewer murders and erimes.
Thank God Ausiralia has been well ahead
of America in this respeet. Since the last
prohibition poll took place in Western
Australia T have gathered wisdom; I have
leurnt something of the narrowness of the
ways of prohibitionists; also the narrow-
ness of their minds. Anybody reading the
history of the world will realise thai prohi-
bition is just sheer hypocrisy. We have had
considerable experience of the liquor traffie,
and in the town in which 1 live it might
well be said that next to gold mining, hotel
keeping is the most prosperous industry.
No one goes to a hotel unless he wants to
do so. No one is pushed into a hotel. The
soff-drink louses may deo a fair business,
and there is no policeman to raid them on
a Sunday or after 11 o’clock at night, They
have what might he said an open go. After
the experience of America T do not know
that anyone wants io preach prohibition.
¥ sapport the Bill.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [5.10]: This
is a Bill that I ean support wholeheartedly.
I have only one regret, and that is that it is
not a Bill for the repeal of the provision
for the taking of a poll. It was my privilege
nine years ago to notice the effects of pro-
hibition, so-called, in the United States, and
in Canada, and since then there have
occurred what I might deseribe as the two
miracles of modern ages. One miracle was
how 48 States in America ever agreed to
prohibifion as a national affair. One of the
last conversations I had on the subject was
in the provinee of Ontario with the Chief
Liguor Dispenser in Toronto, who declared
that the United States would never get away
from prohibition for the simple reason that
it would require 12 States to object to the
country going out of it. He said, “When
you ecross the ling”™—I am speaking of the
time when the Ternessee trial was on—*you
will find the rural provinces of the United
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States are as puritanieal as they were in the
days of the Pilgrim fathers,” My informant
told me that the nonconfonrmnists raled the
United Siates and that the nonconformists
would see o it that prehibition was never
litted. The other miracle is that after 16
years ol direct application of prohibifion as
a national affair, the people of the United
Sfates have agreed that in the national in-
terests prohibition is no longer capahle of
application, and the great Ameriean States

have decided to go back to something
rational. Mozt of the Canadian provinces

went for prohibition voluntarly during the
war, bng Senator Meighan, now in Rastern
Australia, who was Prime Minister of
Canada at the time, foreed Quebee Provinee
into prohibition as a national measure. But
he. later on, was foreed ont of his job. All
the Canadian provinees have now gone away
from probibition. Colonel Cross of Saskat-
chewan, then Attorney CGeneral, told me that
he would he a prohihitionist if prohibition
could he applied, but that in Saskatehewnn
all that prohibition did was to make liars
and  hypoerites of hitherto  truthful and
candid people. The law provides that every
five years we shall take a relerendum on the
question of prohibition, That means to =ay,
we ave to take a referendum on a veritahle
futility that has heen weighed in the balance
and found wanting in countries where the
peaple ave similar to our own in theught.
feelingz and so forth. Tt is just as well to
nse common sense in such a matter and avail
ourselves of the experience of 120,000,000
people.  The combined population of the
United States ol Ameriea and Canada  ex-
ceed= 320,000,000, and the econsensus of
opinion in those countries is that prohibition
i< ineapable of buman applieation. Al it
has achieved has heen to build up an illicit
trade and to develop a zreat mmmber of
scoundrels and eriminals.  That has been the
result of prohibition in the United States.
In that country prohibition has brought
about such a state of affairs that even with
a return to legalised State control of the
liguor trathe, the authorities cannot sup-
press the organisation of illicit traders, If
we do the right thing, we will dizmiss any
con<ideration of prohibition in Australia and
ventre npon the proper and rigorous control
of the liquor traffie.

Mon. C. B. Williams: Like it s on the
goldfields.
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Hon, J. CORNELL: We must not encour-
age drinking but make the liguor traflic
respected by the people. 1t is essential. The
people want ligquor, and want the trade
maintained. 1f the trade is condncted by
persons who command the respect of the
community, 1 shail have nothing to fear
from the liquer traific.  When the public
lose their respeet for the traflic and for those
who conduct it, then the liquor trade will
have dug its own grave. That time has not
yet arrived. We ave asked to spend about
£G,000 on another prohibition pell. 3f we
fail to pass the Bill and that expenditare
were incurred Yor that partienlar purpose,
L think the people would be justified in
petitioning  His Majesty to foree us to
resign and give someone else a chanee.

HON. W. J MANN (South-West)
[5.18]: I opposed a similar Bill some years
ago and because of the attitude I took up
then, L desire to make a few observations
ag this stage. My opposition to that earlier
Bill was because the law provided that a
prohibition poll should be taken at given
intervals. At that time the advocates of
prohibition were vigorous in their demand
that the poll should be taken. I contended
then that as the law preseribed that they
had the right to demand a loeal option poll,
it should be conducted. At the same time
1 told members that if the poll were eon-
ducted and prohibition were defeated, as [
felt sure it would be, I would be perfectly
agreeabic to altering the law so that there
would be no more local opiion polls for a
peried of at least 25 years. I agreed then,
and I believe still, that there is no possibil-
ity of any vital alterations in our liguor
laws being effected by suech polls. We have
the most reasonable liquor laws of any that,
to my knowledge, operate anywhere in the
world.

Mon, C. B. Williams: Do vou mean that
they are the most reasonably interpreted?

Hon. W. J. MANN: If any objection can
be raised, it may be that in towns where
the residents are engaged in mining gold,
the law there may have been stretched a
bit. The law has been stretched there so
far that sometimes I think it will break.

Hon. C. B. Williams: That is when the
Trans. train arrives at the station.

Hon. W. J, MANN: I agree with other
speakers that the time has arrived when we
van reverse our views of five vears ago. Wo
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can do so if for one reason alone. In the
interim the advocaies of prohibition have
not shown any evidence of their desire for
a change. Ocecasionally some fanatical per-
son, who would wipe liquor off the map
altogether, has something to say, but apari
from that we have heard nothing.

Hon. C. B. Wilhams: You have travelled
in America. Tell us about the liquor traf-
fie there.

Hon. W. J. MANN: If is true that I had
opportunities of seeing what goes on in the
United States.

Hon. G. Fraser: I bet von got drink
while you were there.

Hon. W. J. MANN: I never went with-
out it. I saw more drunken men in the City
of New York during the first two days I
was there than I saw in any other part of
the world, with one exception. At one
centre I visited I did see more drunken
men, but in New York I saw drunken men,
women and children under conditions that
were simply appalling.

Member: Under prohibition!

Hon. W. J. MAXNN: Yes. I can assure
hon. members that I was able to secure a
glass of ale in New York that had a much
iigher aleoholie content than any I have
ever had in this country. I had that drink
Just off the side walk in New York while
policemen were walking up and down, wateh-
ing the people drinking. I shall snpport the
second reading of the Bill.

HON. H. SEDDON (South-Fast) [3.22]:
The extraovdinary feature of the debate Las
been the remarkable atfitnde adopted with
reference to the Bill. Iis purpose is to
defer for unother five years the taking of
a poll on the question of prohibition. When
the Licensing .\et was fira; iniroduced, pro-
vision wns included in if tur the taking of
sueh a poli every five vears. That was
done beetuse of the feeling prevalent af
ihe time. 1t wa~ considered that progress
had been made-in public opinion and that
the public should be allowed to express
themselves, Aceordingly the opportunity
was provided. As the Minister pointed out
when moving the second reading of the
Bill, a similar measure was introduced in
1925 to defer the taking of the poll for
another five vears. There have been some
most remackable utferances in this Cham-
ber regarding the taking of the poll. The

[COUNGIL.]

debate has assumed the form of a discus-
sionr on prohibition. The Aet was desigued
te allow public opinion to express itself,
By passing the Bill under diseussion, fhis
House will prevent the public from ex-
pressing their opinion for still another five
vears, Some extraordinary eircumstances
have attached to the introduction of the
Zill. Tt was introduced in the Legislative
Assembly last night. That was the first
intimation we liad of any action contem-
plated regavding this question.

Hon. C. B. Williams: You knew the poll
was due this year.

Hon. H. SEDDON: The introduction of
the Bill last night was the first knowledgze
we had of any action to be taken. I will
admit that I way approached on this ques-
fton some time age and it was suggested
that possibly legislation of this sort wight
be introduced.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Were vou ap-
proached by the liquor crowd or (he aafi-
hequor people?

Hon. H. SEDDON: I will not say any
more thau that,

Non. C. B, Williams: Let us know.

Hon II. SEDDON: Last night's action
waz Lhe first intimation we bad of any such
niove, aud it was the first notilieation that
the public received. lLast night the Bill
passed through all its stages in the As-
sembly and was sent on to this House,

Hon. C, B. Williams: It was agreed to
practieally unanimously.

Hon. H. SEDDON: We pride curselves
on being demoeralic and upon allowing the
public to express their opinien on matters
of importance. Surely when a Bill of this
deseription was to le introduced, the peo-
ple concerned on both sides should have
heen given an opportunity to express their
opinions and place their views before mem-
hers of Parliament. It is not usmal for
legislation of this deseription to be intro-
duced in the closing lhours of o session
without the parties concerned having some
idea of the steps to be taken. Nevertheless
the Bill has been sent to this ITouse and,
from its nosition, is made one of the most
important matiers mentioned on the Notice
Paper. That is what happens in this
Chamber, after the Bill has becen rushed
thronzh the Legislative Assembly in one
night.
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Hon. J. Nicholson: Wonderful

tion.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Let us hope we
will have it here too.

Hon. H. SEDDON: Five years ago the
experience was somewhat similar. The in-
terests concerned should have bhad an
opportunity to express their opinion<. That
was the reason why I suggested the debate
should be adjourned tifl next weck so as fo
give the parties concerned an opporbtunity
to consider the Bill. T can see from the tone
of the dehate that members intend to push
the Bill through just as expeditiously as it
was rushed through in the Legislative As-
sembly. If members are prepared to do thai,
it is guite all right. A Jot has been said of
the evils of prohibition. We have now un
indication of the terrible power of the liquor
interests, when suel things as this can be
done. Ii creates a eerfain amount of dismay
in my mind to think that members of this
Chamber are not prepared to allow the prb-
lic to express an opinion, but are determined
to rush the legislation through in the manner
that is indicated. That is practically all I
have to say. I do not intend to discuss the
guestion of prohibition or the administra-
tion of the liquor laws in this State. I shall
content myself with dealing with the Bill
alone. I contend it is utterly and enfirely
wrong that this House should consent
to rush the legislation throngh without al-
lowing the people to express their opinion.
With regard to the cost of taking a poll on
prohibition, I have reeolleetions of the cx-
penditure incurred on the last oceasion. I
took part in the campaign and I have some
knowledze of the expense ineurred by both
sides. I am inclined to think that the Bill
is possibly the result of the experience ob-
tained on that oceasion. I know that for
every £1 raised by voluntary  suhseription
among those who supported prohibition,
there must have been at least £10 spent by
the other side. We have heen told that the
poll cost the State £6,000. Other referenda
have been submitted to the people at even
greater cost to the State.

Hon, J. Cornell: The sccession referen-
dum got us into a nice mess.

Hon, M. SEDDOXN: Evidently the cost of
taking the secession referendum did net
weigh with those who desired that it should
be taken, Tf any other pnblic question were
raised upon which it was considered advis-

expedi-
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able to obfain an expression of public
opinion and there was a demand for a reler-
endum, cost would he an entirely second-
ary consideration. “When we have made
provision for a referendum on prohibition,
as has been done, it shounld not be set aside
without some good reason. The people
should be given an opportunity to express
their opinion. I have referred to the fact
that the Bill was infroduced in another
place only last night and put through im-
mediately. \pparently a similar covrse i3
fo be adopted in this House. In the inter-
ests of fair play, I must object to such in-
decent haste.

Hon. J. Gornell: What do you mean by
fair play? T have nol heard anyone speak
of prohibition for five years.

Hon. H. SEDDOX : Surely when the law
provides for the people to express an
opinien on a certain question, they should
have the opportunity io exercise that right.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Do yon think that
many people will alter their views if the
poll is postponed?

Hon. H. SEDDOXN: Xo, but those people
who favour the holding of a poll should be
given an  opporiunity to express their
opinion, just as well as the people who are
opposed to it. I shall oppose the second
veading, and T trust that the House will
heed my appeal and not permit the ques-
tion to he decided so hastily.

HON. H. S. W. PAREFR {Metropolitan-
Suburhau) {3.32]: The Bill appeals to me
in guite a different way from that in which
it appeals to My. Seddon. I shonld like
to move that the whole of Part VI. of the
Licensing Act—the portion headed “Prohi-
bition”—be repealed. The Constitufion
provides that a namber of members shall be
clected to Parliament to pass laws for the
zood government of the country, and I can-
not see why, when any question arises, we
should tuke a veferendum of the peaple. Wa
are here to guide and lead the people. To
submit to the people questions on which we
should express an opinion would he equiva-
lent to the tail wagging the head. I shall
vole for the Bill, but I do not like it because
it does not go far enough. It proposes to
postpone the prohibition poll until 1940, In
the ordinary course of events there will ha
an clection in 1939, and we know fuoll well
what will happen then. On the bustings
every candidate will bhe badgered az to
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whether be is a prohibitionist or otherwise,
and a party returned to office may claim a
mandate from the country to underinke ex-
tensive sewerage works, simply because they
were mentioned in the course of the clee-
tion speeches, wherenas the people based
their choiee of eandidates on their attitude
to prohibition. To all intents and purposes,
prohibition is dead, and I think rightly so.
If the liquor laws are not sulficiently rigor-
ous, they ean be tightened up, but we shall
aever be able to prevent human beings from
indulging in alcoholic liguors.

Hon. V. Hamersley: Especially on a hot
dny like Monday last.

Hon. 1. 8. W. PARKER: Hot or ecold
does not matter, In cold weather humans
look for alcohol to make them warm, and
in warm weather they look for it to keep
them eool. To provide for the taking of a
referendum in future is, in my opinion, en-
tively wrong. Why not provide in all our
Acts for a referendum to be taken on each
burning question? Tt is quitc wrong that
any Act of Parliament sbould provide for
& referendum of the people.  1f members
cannot decide the question of prohibitiow,
others should be elected who are capable of
deciding. T am pleased that the Bill has
peen presented quickly before there was time
to publish in the Press what [ might de-
seribe as a lot of hot air on the pros aud
cons of prohibition. This is a matter that
members ean decide, and decide quiekly. Tt
the Bill be passed, we shall not have a poll
antil 1940, but I trust that next year a
measure will be introduced to repeal the
whole of Part VI. of the Licensing Act.

HON. R. G MOORE {North-East)
[5.37): L de not intend to oppose the Bill,
but that does not necessarily indicate that
I would vote for prohibition. I object to
some of the remarks of previoug speakers.
Myr. Parker said thab when members had
been elected by the people to do the work
of the country, they should do it without
ever referring to the people.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: We refer to the
people every six years.

Hon. R. G. MOORE: Why was not that
attiiude adopted on the question of seces-
gion?

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: It would have
been much better.

Hon. R. G. MOORE: Why was the ques-
tion of comseription referred to the people?

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: I think that is
provided for in the Constitution, but 1 am
not sure.

Hon. R. G. MOORE: Some constitutions
cannet do without aleohol.

Hon. C. B. Williams: And they eannot
make war without it.

Hon. R. G. MOORE: T do not think there
is any possibility of geiting a vote in favour
of prohibition. Mueh has been said about
the cffect of prohibition in Ameriea. Mem-
bers have referred to the number of erimes
committed while prohibition was operating,
and since it was ropealed. Those erimes
were not due to prohibition; they were due
entively o the liquor traffie. Whether the
traffic was licensed or unlicensed, lawful or
aulawful, the erimes were the result of
dealing in liguor. T am nof sure whether
prohibition wonld be the best thing for Aus-
tralia, even if the people favoured it, but
I do think that the liguor laws should he
fightened up. That is work on whieh we
should concentrate our cfforts. It is the
abuse of alcohol, noi its use, that causes
so much trouble the world over. Many
evils are solely the result of abuse. If we
could only educate the people to a realisa-
tion of the evils arising from excessive in-
dulgence in sleohol, much good would fol-
low. A man can make an absolute hog of
himself through over-indnlgence in aleohol.

Hon. C. B. Williams: So vou can on iced
water on a hot day.

Hon R. G. MOORE: If a man ate to the
same cxtent, he would be regarded as a pig,
and nobody would sit at the same table with
him, but when he makes a hog of himself
by drinking, he is regarded as good fel-
low.

Hon. C. B. Williams: 1 like to see a good
enter.

Hon. R. G. MOORE: Reform will prob-
ably come soonest by instilling into the
minds of young people the evil effects of
aleohol.

Hon. C. B. Williams: You do not knew
much about itz effects.

Hon. R, G. MOORE: I do not profess to
have had as much experience as the hon.
member has had. He can talk with much
more authority than I ean. Still, 1 have
eves to see, ears to hear, and ability
to understand. One ean obtain much know-
ledge withoutf having the experience. A man
pead not hang himself in order to find out
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that hanging will break his neck. No good
purpose would he served by taking a refer-
cndum at present. I agree with Mr. Sed-
don that the Bill is being rushed through,
and that people who would wish to express
their views on the postponement of the poll
should have an opportunity to do so.

HON. G. FRASER (\West) [5.42]: T aup-
port the second reading, hbut in so doing it
must not he thought that I am in the grip
of the liquor interests.

Hen, W. J. Mann interjected.

Hon. G. FRASER: 1 am not a teetotaller,
but am very near to being one. I do nol
consider it wise to inenr the expense that the
taking of a referendum would entail. 1t
has been suggested that if a veferendum
were desired on some other question, the
matter of cost wounld not be considered. T
would not consider it on the question of pro-
hibition if T thought there was any possible
chance of its being earried.

Hou. C. F. Baxter: You are a prohibition-
ist?

Hon. G. FRASER: Ko, but if there was
a possibility of something being achieved,
the people should have a right to exercise
their privilege. To uie a racing term, I
do not think there is a thousand-to-ong
chance of gettine anvthing like a 50 per
cent. vote in Eavour of prohihition. If advo-
cates of prohihition concentrated their ef-
forts to secure a tightening of the liquor
laws and to educate children to the evils of
the traflic, they would be more successful in
their eampaigns. The mere faet of pass-
ing a resolution to give effect to prohibition
will not make people sober.

HON. H. V. PIESSE (South-East)
[5.44]: I intend to support the Bill. T al-
ways enterfain respect for the opinions of
other people, and amongst my greatest
friends are some teetotallers. If I thought
there was any reasonable hope of a vote
in favour of prohibition being recorded, I
wonld have no objection to that vote being
taken. In the cireumstances, however, T re-
gard it as a waste of time and money. Theve
is some very important legislation before us,
and coming before us, and the quicker we
decide upon this measure the better. I snp-
port the second reading.
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HON. ¢. H. WITTENOOM (South-
Fast) [5.46]: I support the second reading
and wholly approve of the remarks of Mr.
Parker. It is high time referenda were
done away with. These matters should be
left in the hands of those who make the
laws of the country. Parliament should
regulate the licensing laws of the State.
These laws are being well managed.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Very harshly.

Hon. C. H, WITTENOQOM:; Why do we
want prohibition?  Our liquor laws are
propeviy conducted. There is no need for
prohibition.  If the vote were taken if
would cost the country £6,000. That wonld
do no good. Oar laws aro well policed.
Hotels and places where liquor is sold are
well conducted, and there are no complaints
ahout them, cither in the ¢ity or the coun-
tryv. FEverywhere one goes ome finds the
hotels well kept, and the tariff low. T have
seen very little drunkenness anywhere in
Western Australia. The laws relating to
juveniles heing allowed to drink are also
strictly observed. That is a very import-
ant feature of the administration of {he
licensing laws. T am glad the Bill has heen
brought down,

HON. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[5.48] : I agree that the Licensing Board is
exercising efficient control over the trade,
but that does not obviate the necessity for
giving to the people an opportunity to ex-
press by referendum their opinion on the
subject. This right was given to them by
the original Act.

Hon. C. B. Williams: We are anolher
Parlinment. Are we not entitled to disre-
gard a previous Parlinment ?

Hon. J, NICHOLSON: Members of Par-
linment usually regard themselves as ser-
vants of the people who sent them here.

Hen. C. B. Williams: I do not know that
niany prehihitionists sent ns here.

1lon. J. NICHOLSON: Tt is our duty to
ohserve the law ourselves. There may he
oceasions  where variations shounld The
eranted. T echo the sentiment expressed by
Ar. Seddon, that there has been nndue haste
in this matter,

Hon. C. B. Williams: Tt helps tn show the
public that we can work when we like.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOX : We should know,
and the puhlie should know that when the
necessity arises, we do work. An emphatic
right was riven to the people hy the orig-
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inal Aet, which says that in the year 1925
and in every fifth year thereafter, at a date
to be fixed by proclamation, there shall be
taken a poll of the electors in every élec-
toral distriet on the proposal that prohibi-
tion shall come into force in Western Aus-
tralia, and so on. That is a direction for
the poll to be taken. The last poll was
taken in 1925. The next one should have
beep taken in 1930, but it was nof taken
and the period was extended until 1935, It
is now proposed to extend the period for
a further five years. This will involve an
interval of 15 years since the last pell.
This undue haste may be misinterpreted by
the publie.

Hon. C. B. Wiilliams: There will have to
be n lot of haste between now and Friday
week, if we are to get through.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: T do not mind
when we get through.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Yon live here, but
we live away.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The hon. member
has taken his seat, and it is his duty to he
here. We all have a duty to perform. The
rushing through of a Bill like this at the end
of the session will be misinterpreted by
the public.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Not on your life.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: That will be
detrimental to everyone connected with Par-
liament.

Hon. J. Cornell: In what way?

Hon. J. NICHOLLSON: We are not
giving to the people the right that the lnw
gives to them. They should have an oppor-
tunity to express their opinions on this
matter. So far, they have had no oppor-
tunity to do so. The Bill was introduced in
another place yesterday and we are dealing
with it hers to-day. An effort is now being
made to rush it through., That will reaet
to the detriment of those whose interests are
vitally eoncerned.

Hon. C. H. Wittenoom: Cannot we take
as long as we like over it?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: it was suggested
that the debate should he adjourned.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: There was no vefusal
of that suggestion.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Despite what has
been said concerning prohibition in Ameriea
and elsewhere, T maintain this haste will re-
act very seriously to the detriment of those
whose interests are vitally centred in this
legislation,

[COUNCIL.]

Hou. J. Coruell: There can only he a re-
action at polling time,

Hon, J. NICHOLSOX: 1t is unwise to
rush this legislation through. I have been
informed that a deputation waited upon the
Minister in charge of the department, and
plaeed certain views before bim.

Heon, C. B. Williams: Were they prohibi-
tionists?

Hon. J. NICHOLSOX: 1 do not know.

Hon, C. B. Williams: Whom did they
represent ?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I am not aware
of that. I understand the Minister promised
to give the deputation a reply, but appar-
ently the reply is embodied in the quick
despatch and passage of this Bill, .

Hon. C. B. Williams: We are all free
agents hers. No one is forcing us,

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: That will react
to the detriment of the Government respon-
sible for this sort of thing, It will injure
the feelings of o large seetion of the people.

Hon. C. B. Williams: What about the
cost?

Hon. J. NXICHOLSON: The matter of
cost should not be introduced when the
rights of the people are concerned. In this
instanee it is the right of the people to have
a poll. They have that right and would be
Justified in denouncing the (evernment for
the unseemly haste that has been exhibited
in the passage of this Bill.

Hon. F. Cornell: Will the hon, member
deny that those who give the right cannot
take it away?

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: I do not say that,
but the right has been given and it exists
fo-day,

Hon. J. Cornell: And we have the right
to take # away.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: The right was
given for a poll to be taken every five vears.
By this Bill there will be no poll untii 1940,
and the last was held in 1925.

ITon. C. B. Williams: Let us hope there
will he none for 100 years.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: If the question of
cost is to weigh, it would he possible to take
the poll at a gemeral election, although it
would he a piiy to introduce a controversial
subject like this at such 2 time.

Hon. V. Hamersley: Tt should
taken at election time,

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: No. I understand
that no reply was given to the deputation,

not be
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but this Bill will come as a surprise, I am
sure, to a large section of the community
which takes a deep interesi in this question.
T hope even at this late hour the Honorary
Minister will allow the debate to be ad-
journed so that these who are interested may
have an oppeortunity of voicing their
opinions.

Hen, . B. Williams: That would rot in-
fuence one vote. Why waste time?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : That has nothing
to do with the exercise of a right. We are
depriving the public of a right to express
their views on this subject for a total of 15
years. 1 am not concerned whether prohibi-
tion is carried or not. 1 do not claim to be
a teetotaller.

Hon, C. B. Williams: A very frank re-
mark; I am pleased to hear it.

MHon. J, NICHOLSON: But I do stand
for the rights of the people whether in
respect to this Bill or anything else. 1 hope
the Honorary Ainister will allow the debate
t0 be adjourned, seeing that we have had
this Bill before us only for an hour or se.
In all the eireumstances L feel disposed to
vole against the second reading.

HON, E. H. ANGELO (North) [G.1]: 1
shall support the Bill. By doing away with
the referendum fixed for next year, we shall
save some money; but 1 join with Mr, Sed-
don and AMr, \mllolson in protesting against
the unseemly rushing of the Bill through
Parliament. That course deprives a most
respectable section of our community, who
have certain idcas, of the opportunity of ex-
pressing their views, In the circummstances,
is it any wonder that there are rumours and
assertions such as I have heard only a few
days ago, to the effect that the liquor traf-
fic of Western Australia has got members
of Parliament in the bag? That is the sort
of thing we shall have thrown up at us if
we pass the Bill in this unseemly manner.
While supporting the measure, I certainly
agree with the two hon. members I have
mentioned in suggesting to the Chief See-
retary to postpone the second reading until
next Tuesday. I do not think that by deing
so we shall lose a moment of time. On the
other hand, we shall be extending some con-
sideration to a most respect'lhle section of
our community.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: T move—

That the debate be adjourned.
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Motion put, and a division taken with the
following result—

Ayes .. .. .. .. 14
Noes .. .. .. .. 12
Majority for . . 2
ATES.
Hon, E. H. Angelo Hon. R. G. Moore
Hon. C. F. Baxter Han, J. Nicholson
Hoa. L. B. Bolton Hoo. H. V. Picaze
Hon. E. H. H. Hall Hon. H. Seddon
Hoo. J. J. Holimes Hono. C. H, Wilteroom
tiap. J. M. Macfarlane Hon. H. J. Yelland
Hoo. W. J. Mann Han. C. G. Elllott
(Teller.)
Noes.
Hon. J. Cornell Hon. W, H. Kitson
Hon.J. M. Drew Hon. G. W. Miles
Hon. J. T. Frapklin Hon. T. Moore
Hon. G. Fraser Hon, H. 8. W, Parker
Hon. E. H. Gray Hon, H. Tuckey
Hon. V. Hamersley Hen. C. B. Williams
| T'etier.)

Motion thus passed; the debhate adjourned.

BILLS (3)—FIRST READING.

1, Roads Closure.
2, Reserves,

3, King’s Park and TUniversity Land
Exchange. :

Received from the Assembly.

BILI—ADMINISTRATION ACT (ES-

TATE AND SUCCESSION DUTIES)
AMENDMENT.

Further Recommittal.

On motion by Hon. J. Nicholson, Bill re-
committed for the purpose of further con-
sidering Clauses 3A and 45,

In Committee.
Hon. J. Curnell in the Chair; the Chiet
Seeretary in charge of the Bill
Clause 3A:
Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: Last night the

Committee struck out the words “subject ns
aforesaid”” I now move an amendment—

That after the words ‘‘prineipal Act?®’ there
Ye inserted ‘‘as hereby repealed.’’

As promized, T have seen the Parliamentary
Draftsinan on this matter.

Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
further amended, agreed ta.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.
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The CHATRMAN: The Clerk informs me
that owing to new Clause 3A being gualified
by having that designation, it will be neeces-
sary to insert it atter Ulause 3.

Hon. J. NICHQOLSON: But I want it to
be taken out of the Part in whieh it is now.
I move—

That Clause 3A be inserted immediately
after Clause 2 in Part L.

Question put and passed.

Clause 45—Valuation of partnership in-
terests:

Hon. J, NICHOLSON: T move an amend-
ment—

That after “seetions,”? in line 5 of subeclanse
3, the words ‘‘thirty-eight’* be inserted.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as further amended, agreed to.

Hon. J, NICHOLSON: I understand that
the necessary alteration in Claunse 50 will be
made by the Clerk.

The CHAIRMAN: Then the hon. member
desires that in the re-print of the Bill the
original Clause 50 shall be Subelause (1)¢

Hon. J. NTCHOLSON: That is so. And
Subelause (2) will begin with the words
“nothing therein contained.”

The CHTATRMAN: Very well.
be done,

That will

Bill again reported with further amend-
ments,

BILL—AGRICULTURAL BANK.
Second Reading.

Debate resuined from the 6th December.

HON. W. J. MANN (South-West)
[7.40]: Following a fairly extensive trip
through the South-West, during which this
Bili was frequently mentioned, I have come
to the conclusion that a large numher of
clienfs of the Bank are under a serions mis-
apprehension. Most of them appear to
entertain the idea that this Bill has heen
designed to afford them some further relief.
As one spoke with them it was not difficult
to realise what prompted them to arrive at
that conclusion. In a number of instances
it was pointed out that prior fo the last
general elections candidates supporting the
present Government were very zealous in
criticising the Agrienltural Bank and the

[COUNCIL.]

actions- of the then Government—-tardy
actions they called them—in affording those
clients the relief they considered to be their
due. There is, I think, some justification
for their viewpoint, for it was frequently
snid by candidates that the time had arrived
when there should be a change of Govern-
ment, and that if the people returned the
Labour Party te power those candidates
would see to it that some improvement was
brought about. Many of those clients
assured me they had voted for the present
Government on acecount of those promises.
They contended they were definitely led to
helieve that as soon as the Labour Party
got into power they would set about dealing
with the Agrienltural Bank in such a way
as to ensure considerable relief to the Bank’s
clients. I am not going to say that all sup-
porters of the present Government went out
ont the hustings and made those promises,
but I am assured a number of them did.
This Bill, after all, is not wvery differ-
ent fram the existing legislation. Practic-
ally all the Bill secks to do could have been
achieved by an application of the legislation
already in existence. However, the Gov-
ernment have brought down the Bill and,
as I said, it is very disappointing to many
people. In faet, I heard one man say,
using the old seriptural injunction, “We
asked for bread and they gave us a stone.”
That is the way those people feel about the
matter. A number are fearful that the eon-
ditions imposed in the Bilt will not bring
about an alleviation of the farmers’ troubles,
but more likely will they have the reverse
effect.

Hon. T. Moore: On the group settlers?

Hon. W, J. MANN: I am speaking
chiefly about the group settlers. At the ont-
set, | said so, and [ did not pretend to speak
for the people in other parts of the State.
To deal with the position, the Government
appeinted a Royal Commission to inguire
into the operations of the Agricultural Bank,
I have no fault to find with them for that. T
agree it is a pity that the Royal Commission
was not appointed earlier, because there is
no doubt that the affairs of the Agricunl-
tural Bank were in a chaotic condition. The
Commission sat for a considerable time and
took voluminous evidenece, and from a purely
banking procedure point of view, they fur-
nished an. interesting report. There is not
much else in it. They certainly suggested
a means for the adjustment and condition-
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ing of debts through the medinm of a cen-
tral hoard, on lines, I think, existing in
Sonth Australia, and they added some refer-
ence to seasonal credits for necessitous
farmers, also on lines existing in South
Australia. The pesition to-day as far as
the Bank is concerned is that the institn-
tion has about 18,000 clients representing
cereal growers, sheep and dairy farmers and
orchardists. Of that number 13,824, accord-
ing to the report of the commission, repre-
sent the industries I have just named. A
very small proportion of that 13,000 is in
g fair way and able to pay interest. I do
not know what the proportion of Bank
clients is that is meeting the full in-
terest, but it is not Dbig, There is a
proportion able, with extreme difficnlty, to
pay & portion, and finally there is a
ereat majority not paying anything at all.
It is very evident that the Agricultural
Bank, or any other Baik, could not continue
to function propetrly with its clients in such
a position.  This is caused, as evervone
knows, by the low price of agrieultural
products following a partial collapse of the
world’s markets. In the aggregate, the
fault is not altogether with the Agricultural
Bank elients. They have been the vietims
of cireumstances, and there must be sym-
pathy for the vietims. In dealing with
the Agrieultural Bank, it i5 as well to he
fair and point out that while there may be
those who are inclinéd to be unduly harsh
in their eriticism of the Bank, and also of
its clients, there is something to he
said for both. As far as I have been able
to gather, the Bank is in the unenviabl
position to-day of having 1,250 abandoned
farms on whieh principal and interest ag-
gregating over a million and a half is
owing. That is an enormous amount, and
the position is worse beeause the asset
covered by those figures has diminished to
such an exteni that I supposc one would be
well within the mark if he said that the
present day value would he at least 60 per
cent, below the real value. A lot of farms
are not nearly worth what we not so long
ago recognised to be their normal value.
The productive capacity of those farms is
the only way in which one ean assess their
value, so the position we find ourselves in is
that the Bank assets are nothing like what
they appear to be on the Bank's books.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Does nof the human
faetor play an important part?
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Hon. W. J. MANXN: Yes, but even if we
try to value the human factor to-day, we
find that that value is much below what it
was, not beeause it has deteriovated, but
because the individual has become so dis-
heartened and his interest in fhe industry
has waned. I take it that the duty of the
House is to see that any change to be
bronght about by the passing of this
measure will not put any undue hardship
on the people who ave the basis of the
Bank’s operations. That is tle point we
have to bear in mind, and we must not get
away from it. If we are going to inter-
fere unduly with the people who are left on
the farms, who are still Agrieultural Bank
clients, then there will be sueh an exodns
that instead of there being 1,200 abandoned
farms, there will be two or three times thai
number, and the position of the Bank will
be correspondingly worse. I feel that in
this matter of assisting, or seeing that the
Bank clients are assisted as far as it is
reasonably possible to do so, that the State
must bear some large measure of responsi-
bility. In the past for a number of years
the main urge of this State was to people
the land. There was a general idea that
anybody could farm. The advantages of
Western Australia, with its wide areas, its
wonderful climate, rainfall and fertility
were broadeast mot only throughout the
State and Commonwealth, but in other lands
as well, partienlarly in Great Britain. And
it is not the Agricultural Bank’s fault {hat
g0 many people were Lroughl to this eount
try and put on the land. So manyv as we
know now have proved misfits, and in no
eircumstances counld they possibly have heen
made farmers. The genesis of the land set-
tlement poliey was the early Land Aet which
provided for the grant of a free homestead
farm of 160 acres to anvone who cared to
apply for it. The Government almost begged
people to come out and take wp this area,
and also purchase land at from 3s. 9d, to
10s. an aere. So little was known about the
fertility of the land at that time that mueh
of the country, in the South-West at
any rate, that was eclassified as thirvd-
class is to-day of higher value than jthe
land now classified as first-class.  Last
Saturday I passed through an area of
country that went begging for many vears
as third-elass land. I was surprised to note
the wealth of natural herbage and the crops
that the land earried. Xot only &id the
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Government endeavour to peopte the land
but when the Agrieultural Bank was in-
augurated, the general manager was in-
structed to go out amongst the farming eom-
munity and do everything possible to in-
duce them to borrow money. That secms
rather an unusual statement to make, but
my mind reverted recently to a conversa-
tion T had with the first general manager,
the late Mr. William Patersonm, than whom
there was no greater friend of the farmer
in his day. He asked me, “What is the
matter with the people in the South-West?
They are not borrowing any money!” He
assured me plenty of money was available,
and that the people in the South-West
shonld borrow some of it. Then I remem-
bered an advertisement that appeared in a
paper that ecirculated in the South-West,
and I hunted it up. In order to refresh our
minds regarding the inducements that were
held out to the farmers te borrow money,
I will read the advertisement to the House.
Tt was published in the issne of the lst
November, 1907, The advertisement did not
contain a great number of words but the
Agricuitural Baok’ authorities gave instrue-
tions that the wording should he spread over
a 12-inch space. The matter could easily
have heen condensed into four inches. Mem-
bers will sec that the desire to impress upon
the farmers the faet that money was &}wall-
able was most apparent,  The advertise-

ment read—

Agricuttural Bank.
The Agricultural Bank Act, 1906.

Seetion 28 below fully explains how and for
what purposes advances cin be m:.ul.e—- )

28, (1.) Subject to the provisions _of this
Act, the Bank may, if the trustees think fit,
make advanees on the preseribed secnrity for—

(a) ring-barking, clearing, fc.neing, drain-

ing, or water comservation; or

() discharging any moytgage already exist-

ing on any holding; or )

{c) the purchase of stock for breeding pur-

poses.

(2.} Every application for an advanee shall
be made on the preseribed form, and shall con-
tain such particulars as may be preseribed.

(3.) Advances may be made of an amount
not exeeeding three hundred pounds to the full
valug of the improvements proposed to be
made.

(4.) Further advances may be made of an
amount not excecding two lundred pounds to
ong half of the value of additional improve-
ments proposed to be made,

(5.) No advance shall be made under para-
graph (b) of subscction 1 to an amount ex-
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geeding three-fourths the value of the improve-
ments alrcady made on the holding.

(6.) At no time shall the advances to any
ong person excecd the sum of five hundred
pounds, and no sum execeding one hundred
peunds shall be advanced to any onc person
for the purchase of stock.

Now I will quote the part of the advertise-
ment that showed how the authorities abso-
lutely begged farmers to horrow from the
Bank—

Don’t defer making application until you are
in finaneial difficultics, With ordinary forve-
sight you should be able to anticipate your re-
quirements Dby at least two or three months.
1f you are in doubt its to being able to tide
over the unproductive stige of development,
put in an application before you start your
improvements. If the request is a reasonable
one you can confidently look for assistance,
and, in the cvent of approval, the proposed
work cfiected since date of application is paid
for. It should he elearly borne in mind that
the Bank doees not pay against work done prior
to that date.

Hon, BE. M. H. Hall: That was before the
war.

Hon, W, J. MANN: Of course it wus.
After reading the advertisement, I ask mem-
bers: How many of those on the land eould
resist an invitation to borrow, such as that
ineluded in the adverfisement? Ti s a
ereat pity that Section 28 of the Act was
ever interfered with. If it had remained
in its original form, many farmers might
have been much hetter off to-day. The Aect
has heen amended from time to time aecord-
ing to the differing policies of various Gov-
ernments, until the lLmit to-day is £2,000,
plus additional funds that may he obtained
by other means. I read that advertisement
to members hecause a lot of those people
who owe money to the Bank were invited
(o go along and ask for as much money as
they cared te, up to the very limit. Having
taken advantage of the offer to that extent,
most of the clients later availed themselves
of additional opportunities, as alterations
were made to the Act from time to tinme, and
aceordingly borrowed up to the inereased
limit.

Hon. J. Cornelt: If that limit had not
heen extended, the trading hanks would have
provided the balance.

Hon. W. J. MANN: That is true. 1 also
enjoyed nyself looking through “Hansard”
from 1907 onwards. If T were to quote
fully some of the spceches made by members
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who urged that the provisions of the Agri-
cultural Bank Aet should be liberalised and
more money made available tu the farmers,
it would be agreed that the State is c¢ulp-
able to a certain degree for the position the
farmers are in now. There was a time, not
so far distant, when in some patts of the
State not to be an Agricultural Bank client
was quite a novelty. Such a person was
someone quite out ot the ordinary. We can-
not escape the fact that the people on the
land were not alone responsible, but that
the people generally and Parliament were
contributory causes of the Bank's dilfficul-
ties. In alloeating the blame, we fiud it
is apportionable between the city and eoun-
try alike.

Hon. V. Hamersley: Why the country?

Hon. W. J, MANN: The truth is that
business coneerns, big and small, captains
of industries and trading offices, all shared
in the money that passed through the Agri-
cnltural Bank,

Hon. .J. Cornell: Westralinn Farmers Ltd.
in particular,

Member: And also some of the “hack-
varders.”

Hon. W. J. MANN: Yes, noi alone the
“backyarders” but some of the big manu-
Bacturing firms did very well ont of the
Ttroup Settlement Scheme, for instance. T
have in mind some earts that were provided
for group settlers. I was presenf on a visit
to group settlements in company with the
then Minister for Lands, Mr. Anewin, When
we examined some of the carts, we found we
conld eastly push a peneil hetween the tyves
and the felloes. “When he saw them,
Mr. Angwin asked where the nenrest post
office was to be found. We went there as
quickly as we could and the Minister sent
n teleeram to someone not to sendl any more
carts of that deseription te group setflers.

Hon, G. W. Miles: Were the carts made
v a man in his hackyard?

Hon. W. J. MANN: The carts were con-
structed in someone’s busziness establishment,
[ can assure the House those facts are ecor-
veet. Not onix could we easily push a pen-
¢il between the tyres and the wondwork. hut
the spokes eould be rattled. The earts were
anything but satisfactory, They were not
provided by a small mannfaeturer, but by
one whose biz undertaking is not far from
Perth.
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Member: Were they constructed at Bus-
gelton?

Hon. W. J, MANN: N, the people at
Fremantle, or thereabouts, were too smart.
Very little ot the money provided to Agri-
cultural Bank clients remained in their own
pockets. They spent the mouey and busi-
nes: people throughout the State benefited
accordingly.

Hon. A. M. Clydesdale: lncluding the
newspapers,

Hon, W. J, MANN: Of course. Some of
us got twopenee n week ownt of it while
others did not get anything Lecause they
were hot paid. I do not think the point
ean be controverted that the people of the
Btate—mnostiy  those sssociated with big
basinesses—participated gencrously in the
money made available to the rural eommun-
ity through the Agrieultural Bank. Evan
the State had retnrned to it mmch of the
wmoney advanced through the Bank.

Hon. C. B. Williams: By means of the
ineome tax?

Hon. W. J. MAXN: Xo. Tnfortunately
the farmers were not in a position to pay
income tax. The Government received the
money back througlt all manner of charges
that were levied. The irony of if all is
that some of the worst eritics of the Bank
are those who brought about the downfall
of s0o manv of the ngrienlturists through
inducine them to purchase moods that were
reallv not requived. That position applied
nnt onlv in the South-West but in the wheat
helt as well.

Hon. J. Cornell:
tralia.

Hon. W. J. MLANN: While Agricoltnral
Bank money was available freely, armies of
commercial travellers journeyed througzh the
rural distriets orging famers to buy things
that thev did not really require., T do not
close myv eves to the fact that the frustees
of the Agvienltural Bank, in a measure, lost
grip of the situation.

Hon. H. Seddon: Will the Bill provide
them with a higger grip?

Hon. W. J. MAXN: As I interpret it,
the Bill will provide the commissioners who
will he appointed with move extenzive pow-
ers than the trustees ever possessed, and if
the commissioners exercisse those powers
rizidly, then there ean be nothinz but dis-
nster ahead, The trouble is that in eon-
ducting the business, the trustees of the Agri-

And thronghout Auns-
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cultural Bank endeavoured to do foo much.
It is absolutely nseless to endeavour fo com-
pare the Agricultural Bank with the average
chartered hank. We frequently hear the
average chartered hank held up as an ex-
ample of what the Agrienltural Bank should
have done. T eannot see for the life of me
how any comparison can be drawn. The
agricultural clients of the chartered banks
might be numbered perhaps in hundreds,
whereas the trustces of the Agricultural
Bank were expeeted to handle effectively and
know all about and keep track of no fewer
than 18,000 accounts. It was a physical im-
possihility.  Unfortunately, the trustees
imagined that they could do it. We are not
going to condemn them exactly, except to
say it was a pity they did not realise that
the work they were undertaking was beyond
the capacity of any three men,

Hon. J. Cornell: And every Government
londed them with other duties as well.

Hon, W. J. MANN: There have been mis-
tukes and great losses have ocewrred. Those
losses are largely attributable, in conjune-
tion with the other canses I have mentioned
—world econontic canses—to all politieal
parties in this State. We cannot deny the
Agricultural Bank further assistance if it is
to he carried on. It would be fatal to allow
a majority of the present clients to drift
into the eities and towns where there would
be no prospeet for them but sustenance, I
regret that the Government have not out-
lined some concrete proposals for relief as
well as proposals for the reorganisation of
the Bank. If that had been done, I helieve
the morale and tone of the people in the
agricultural aveas would have been consider-
ably improved. I cannot see that any great
relief will come to the farmers as a resnlt
of the passing of this measure. When the
Minis!er replies I do not want him to zay,
as has already heen said this session, that if
we do not agree with what the Government
have introduced, it is our provinee to bring
down propesals. T remind the Government
that while members are here to assist them,
we ave not here to formulaie Government
policy,

Mon. G. Fraser: They often do it.

Hon. W. J. MANXN: The Government
have proved rather stubborn in quite a nam-
her of instances, and have made it faily
clear that they do not intend to tolerate oo
mueh interference with their pohey. We
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must not lose sight of the fact that the Gov-
ernment have control of the purse; they
have the assistance of the departments and
the officials; they have the aggregate wis-
dom of Cabinet, which should he a valuable
factor; and they can he assured of the sup-
port of this House for auy proposal that
will help the farmers and be for the good
of the eountry. I do not want the Min-
isters to say that if we cviticise we should
nlso offer construetive proposals, and in
effect tnke the business oubt of the hands of
the Government. That is not owr provinece.
There is need for the reorganisation of the
Bank, and we all agree that the position
of the primary produeers cverywhere is ex-
tremely precarious. The wheathelt repre-
sentatives in this House have told us of the
disabilities their constitnents are suffering,
and we know that those disabilities are ex-
treme and that the position is exceedingly
grave. There is a ray of sunshine, not very
pronounced, in the faet that the Federal
Government propose, on top of assuring
farmers of a reasonable price for wheat, to
make money available for necessitous farm-
ers. There will be enough necessitous farm-
ers to share that money. The amount that
the Commonwealth will make available, T
am afraid, will not go very far. Still it is
something. The position of the dairy farm-
ers, fruifgrowers, and mixed farmers is not
g0 bright. So far the Federal Government
have not shown any inclination to go to the
support of those branches of primary pro-
duction.

Hon. G. W. Miles: They provided £8,000
for the growers of mandarins,

Hon. W, J. MANN: I have nof seen any
computation as to how nmch per grower
it will amount to, but it was so little that
one would probably not bother fo fry to
find it. The pasition of the dairy farmers
particularly is extremely acute, and notwith-
standing the assurance of Ministers that
group settlers are not being turned off their
holdings for non-payment of interest, I re-
oret to say that that proeedure is still being
followed. I have spoken with the respons-
ible Minister many times, and I have always
been assured that men were not heing put
off {heir hlecks for non-payment of inter-
est. Up to a point that statement is true,
The Agricultural Bank officials, however,
ave able to find other causes which they con-
tend arve sufliciently grave to justify farms
being repossessed. I am not in a pesition
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to tell the House the contents of an order
that I understand was issned a weck or two
ago. Last week-end I was informed ou fairly
good authority that an order had been issued
that the propesal to send men adrift and
repossess their farms was to be strictly en-
forced, and that no further requests for the
granting of additionul consideration should
he granted. That is hearsay; I hope it is not
true. I believe that one of the most foolish
things that the Agricultural Bank, through
the officers, has allowed to be perpetuated
for some time is the sending of good men
off n numhber of groups. Undoubtedly there
have heen misfits. Undoubtedly there are men
who, if they were given £1,000 a year, would
never make farmers. They went on to the
groups witheut the right spirit, and as a
matter of adventure. Others went there
to sec what they could get out of it and
leave again.as soon as possible. Such men
constitute only a proportion of the whole.
I sav definitely that this State has lost some
of the finest men one could wish to meet
becanse of the irritating and pin-pricking
methods adopted by officials and their fail-
ure to understand the mentality of settlers.
Men who were above the average were
brought under the dizeipline of inspectors,
some of whom should never have been en-
trusted with mueh power. If we investi-
gate the history of group settlement we find
that in the early days easily 75 per cent. of
the men who were appointed foremen had
heen failures on their own properties. I
feel that I may take a httle credit for one
thing. In the early days of group seitle-
ment, 1f one man approached me with the
idea of recommending him for the position
of group foremnn. there must have been 50.
I recommended two nien only. One of
them  reeently resignul after having
held the position of senior foreman for
seven or eight vears and proved himself
a tactful and valuable oflicer. He resigned
to go on to a farm of his own where he is
doing well, The other is the present field
officer at Denmark. They ave the onlv men
I recommended. TUnflortunately the Govern-
ment of the day and thoese responsible for
employing foremen picked up any man who
eame along with a fair amount of assurance
and ability to tell a good story.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Who was responsi-
ble?

Hon. V. Hamersley: Very olten the Min-
ister.
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Hon. W. J, MANN: I think the man re-
sponsible is no longer with us.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall; Was it the Minis-
ter or an official?

Hou, W. J. MIANN: An ofticial, I think, A
tremendous ainount of money has been wasted,
not altogether by the settlers, but by the
department. Whoever become ¢ommissioners
of the Bank in future will be confronted
with a very diffienlt task. T want to put in
a word for the men who are worth keeping
on their holdings. Many splendid families
have walked off because of the irritation
and annoyances which could have been
avoided by a little tact and ability on the
part of the officers. I am not blaming the
Government, for it is impossible for Min-
isters to know all that is going on in such
a big scheme. Under the system followed,
hundreds of abuses have oeeurred, and these
have contributed to the present position.
Whatever re-organisation is agreed fo, this
Touse should endeavour as far as possible
to prevent the disabilities that have been
snffered in the past. I wish to pay a tribute
to the Managing Trustee of the Bank,
lis colleagues and mony of their officers.
They deserve to be commended rather
than condemned. T do not agree with
many of the findings of the Royal
Commission, althongh a most informa-
tive report has heen furnmished. I do not
agree with many of their indings any more
than [ admire the manner in which, par-
ticalarly by the Chairman, the investigation
was eonducted. A perunsal of the volumes
jaid on the Table of the House discloses
some things to which I would be sorry to
have te plead guilty. I do not say fhey
were criminal, bub I do think they displayed
a lamentable want of good taste such as
we might ensily have expecied of gentle-
men of the reputaiion they enjoyed. The
contention that the trustees had not been
subjected to political influence in the past
is nothing less than humbug. Pressnre was
hrought to bear upon the trustees at all
times and openly.

Hon. T. H. H. Hall: The Minister denies
that.

Hon. W. J. ALANN: The Government may
deny it as much as they like, and members
of the Royal Commission may deny it. It
is astonnding that those gentlemen should
pretend such ignorance. Practically every
member of Parliament has at zome time

sern the trusteez, Whilst  we have not
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subjected them to pressure, we have found
them courteous encugh to receive us, and to
listen to us when we have put forward the
cases of clients who we thought were en-
titled to further consideration or some al-
leviation.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall:
that undue pressure.

Hon, W. J. MANN: No. 'The trustees
all along have been subjected to political
pressure.

Hon. J. Cornell: I have gone to the man-
agers of trading banks on behalf of their
clients.

Hon. L. Craig: The trusiees were always
subject to the poliey of the Government.

Hon. W. J. MANN: And that was car-
ried into effect by means of pressure. They
were told to do this and do that. The Gov.
ernment and the Royal Commission may
deny this as much as they like, but they will
not make me believe the denial. I should
like to refer also to the man who has paid
his interest.  What will happen to him
when the re-organisation takes place? There
are men who have put the whole of their
eapital into their farms and have made an
honest endeavour to Dbe suceessful. There
are individuals who have put every penny
they could serape together into their hold-
ings and this money represents their equity.
I hope the Government will see, whether it
is ealled pressure or not, that the commis-
sioners safeguard the position of sueh men.
I do not want to see them treated in the
same way as the persons who have sat back,
paid nothing, done nothing and allowed the
State assets to deteriorate. Many clients of
the Bank have done their hest to maintain the
State’s assets. I hope the commissioners will
see that in any readjustment that is made
these factors are given due consideration.
There are many instances in which, through
no fault of their own, farmers find their
liabilities outweigh their assets, although
the assets represent years of hard work,
frugal living and great endeavour. The
position of those men must be saleguarded.
The Bill eontains some clauses {o which T
am opposed, and concerning which T will
reserve anything I have to say until we
reach the Committee stage. I am afraid
if some of them are passed as printed they
will not be understood by the setilers. 1
refer particularly to Clause 50. I have en-
deavoured to fathom the exact meanng of
that clause which the Minister regards as

I would not eall
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vital to the Bill. It iz also vital to a great
majority of the Bank’s clients, who are in
extreme fear.that if it is allowed to pass in
its present form their position will be ab-
solutely untenable,

Hon. L. Craig: It will have a had moral
effect upon them,

Hon, W. J. MANN: Yes, a very great
moral effect. No doubt a lot of debate will
ensue upon that clause. T do not want to
see the Bill lost, but would not like to see
anything contained in it that will be detri-
mental to the interests of the deserving
clients of the Bank. These people merit the
most sympathetie consideration that ean be
meted out to them hy this House and hy the
Government.

HON. E. H ANGELO (North) [8.40]:
Members would find much food for thought
if they would read *Hansard” -of the 3th
September, 1804, when the first Agrienltural
Bank Bill was introduced by the late Lord
PForrest. I have rend his speech most care-
fully as well as the speeches that followed.
T have come to the econclusion that the policy
of the then Government was to help the
small settler, the man who was hampered
for a little eash, to earry out his own im-
provements and in that way endeavour to
build up the agricultural industry. They
were very eautions in those days. The
maximum advanee was £300, and lhe ex-
tent of the advance for any improvements
was limited to 50 per cent. of their value.
The following few lines set out the poliev
of the Government—

The smaller settlers on the land are gener-
ally struggling men who may have a little
ea[.)ital and arc not generally men of means,
so that the diffienlty is as to how persons of
{hat class can be assisted in the carly stages
of scttlement without risk to the State. Every-
one has te consider very carefully whether in
agsisting them one would not he incurring the
risk of losing the capital with which they are
so assisted.

The then Premier went on to say—

The business to be carried out under the
powers of this Bill is to be of a safe and sound
character. This Agrienltural Bank is intended
to pay its own way, and there should not be
any loss to the country upon the transactions
occurring under the provisions of this Bill.

At that time the idea was to assist the small
man to create a seeurity, so that when ne
had done this he would be able to go to ome
of the cheque-paying banks and get them



{12 DeceEMBER, 1934.]

to take over his account. The amounts that
wonld then be repaid to the Agricultural
Bank would be available to help other men
along, and so the business was to proceed.
The capital of the Agricultural Bank was
limited to £100,000. It was understood that
the money could be used over and over again
to assist men as they eame along. That is
the policy adopted in conneciion with
workers’ homes. There was some excuse
for the Agricultural Bank and a policy of
that kind at that date. I bave here some
interesting figures and will compare them
with the figures of to-day. 1In 1804
there were six cheque-paying banks trading
in Western Australia, and to-day there are
eight. The deposits at those banks amounted
then to £4,577,000, and to-day they stand
at £17,570,000. The advanees in those days
amounted to £2,826000 as  against
£23,000,000 to-day. Of those advances only
£13,750 was loaned to the Government,
whereas to-day the loans to tbe Government
amount to £2,922,000. It appears fo me¢
that the Government are borrowing money
from the banks to lend to agriculturists,
In those days we had 31,458 acres under
wheat; to-day we have 3,283,000 acres. At
that time we were producing 243,000 bushels
vearly, as against 37,305,000 hushels last
gseason. In 18%M we had only 2,248,000
sheep, now we have 10,322,000. Then we
had ounly 16,814 milch cows; we have now
121,818, I think it ean safely he said that
the Agrienltural Bank as then established
has done the work for which it was ereated—
to build up the agriculiural industry. Cannot
the same work now be done by the other
instifutions, thus relieving the State of a
rreat deal of work which really is not a
funetion of Government! Nearly every one
of the Associated Banks has increased its
capital, and if not trebled, certainly doubled
its reserve fund. The Assoeiated Banks have
now the neeessary funds to assist the agri.
culturists of Western Australia, Ta adidi-
tion, Western Australia now hasz three large
stock firms ax against only one operating
at that time. The Agrieultural Bank has
done 21l that the late Lord Forrest wanted
it to do. Tt has done all it wa= reyuired
to €o. It has established the agricultural
industry of Western Ausiralia on lines
which would have proved perfeetly sound
had it not been for the late depression. The
anestion shonld now appeal fo us whether
the time has not arrived when we should
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c.ll & hialt and see whether any good can he
achieved for the State and also for our agri-
culturists by suspending the operations of
the Government institution. In my opinion,
the time has arrived when we should cem-
nence to wind up thaf institution. No more
advanees should be made to new clients, Mr.
Mann's speech, and the pitiful tale he told
of the operations of the Agricultural
Bank

Hon. T. Moore: In the South-West.

Ton. E. H. ANGELQ: —strengthen
my opinion that the time has arrived when
we must veview our policy.

Hon. J. Cornell: If there are to he mo
new clients, what is to be done with the
2000 abandoned farms?

Hon, E, H. ANGELO: I am coming {o
that. What has happened to the Agrieul-
tural Bank? Mr. Mann says we ought fo
take serious notice of tiie Royal Commis-
sion's findings. By them we see that there
iz about £16,000,000 of the State’s money tied
up with Agricultural Bank clients. The
Royal Commissioners ihink the State has
already lost £6,000,000 of that amount and
will probably lose o further £6,000,000. Can

\Western Australia afford anything like
that?
Hon. . M. Clydesdale: We have got fo.

Hen, E, H. ANGELO: Yes; that is our
pasition. Bat should we earry on and enlarge
that position, making it possible for things
ta et worse in the future?

Hon. J. Coruell: The Wyndham meat
works are getting worse.

Tion, K. H. ANGELO: 1 know that, but
two wrongs do not make a right. More-
over. what are the losses of ihe meat works
as ecompared with the losses of the Agri-
enlftural Bank?

Hon. J. Cornell: Nearly as much,

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: Some hon. mem-
hers would sav, "A nice position for the
wheat farmers if we stop the operations of
the Agrienltural Baok and start to wind it
up!” T do not for a moment suggest that
any hardship whatever should be inflicted
on the agricultural community. It is going
to take at least ten vears to wind the Bank
up. However, no new clients should be
taken on. The present frustees covld carry
ont the work of liguidation. Every client
shonld ke helped along until his position has
go improved that he ¢an go to another bank,
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or some other financial instituiion, and be
taken over.

Hon. A. Thomson: You are not suggesting
that our agvicultural industry is fuished, ave
you?

IMen, E. H, ANGELO: I do not suggest
anvthing of the kind. T would not he a
party to imposing any havdship on the pre-
senl clients of the Agricultura! Bank., They
should be assisted until they are in snch a
position that some other institution will {ake
them over,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Thev shonld assist
themselves,

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: The other insti-
tutions will see that they nssist themselves.

Hon. T. Moore: What about the Primary
Producers’ Bank?

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: That bank had tu
close its doors because of the closing of the
New South Wales Savings Bank. T am glad
of the opportunity to explain that mniter,
The day after the New Sounth Wales Savings
Pank closed, there were at least one hnn-
dred clients of the Primary Producers
Bank drawing out so mueh monev and hand-
ing it to the Savings PBank’s customers.
That went on for six weeks, and the Primary
Producers Bank lost £400,000 in deposits
to depositors in the New South Wales State
Savings Bank.

Hou. T. AMoore: Do you blame Jack
Lung?
Hen, ¥ W ANGELO: Absolutely, No

oac clze.
Hon. T. Moore: Put it on to Jack!

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: So far as Western
Australin war concerned, the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Bank had enough monev to pay
evervhody the day following.

Hon. J. Cornell: They are not all paid
vyet.

Hon, E. T, ANGELQ: That is because
we here have to throw in our lot with the
other States. In connection with the Agri-
culiural Bank fliere should he no hardships
at all. That is exactly the pusition regard-
ing clients of the Primary Producers’ Bank.
That bank is not compelling anyv of its old
friends to sell np. 1t is gradnally helping
them to improve their position; and every
week two or three of the elients go off to
another hank, and no loss whatever is
inecurred. If the Primary Producers’ Bank
can do that, surcly the Agricultural Bank
can do it. It might be said that there would
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be hardship to the staff of the Agvienltural
Bank. I do not think there would bhe any.
It will take at least ten or 12 years to wind
up the institution. As the clients went
away to other institutions, less staff would
be required by the Agricultural Bank, 1
think retirements by reason of old age and
probably deaths during the next ten or 12
years would just about keep pace with the
winding wp, so that practically nobody need
he dismissed.

Hon, J. Cornell: Xo new men would he
taken on?

Hon. E. H, ANGELOQ: Take on no new
staft whatever, and take on no new clients
whatever.

Hon. A. Thomson: Let the Bank die out?

Hon, E. H, ANGELO: Yes. 1t has served
its purpose. Plenty of monev is now avail-
able at low rates of interest from other in-
stitutions, which are prepaved to help in the
development of the industry. It is ne
trouble at all now fo get money at low rates
of interest for agricultnral purposes pro-

vided the institution is satisfied with the
security.
Hon. J. Cornell: Go to Southern Cross

and try to get a hank fo take vou on!

Hon. BE. H ANGELO: Exuactly., No
chartered bank would have taken on an
advance in the Southern Cross distriet, Had
the Agricultural Bank not taken on any ad-
vanees in that district, it probably wonld
not be in such a bad position as it 1s in to-
day.

Hon. J. Cornell: For years the Southemn
Cross distriet had the average for the State.

Hon. E. H, ANGELO: Why did the Agri-
cultural Bank take on advances in that dis-
trict and in other distriets which had been
condemned as wheatgrowing areas? Because
of politteal influence,

Hon. J. Cornell: Why were the meat
works at Carnarvon taken on?

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: The pastoralists
paid for the meat works at Carnarvon.
They lost £45,000. 3Mr. Mann said he was
satisfied there had heen politieal influence
in connection with the Agricultural Bank. [
too am satisfied that there has been political
influence, and not only from Parliament but
also from Governments and from members
of Parliament. The same thing will happen
in the future. No Government or semi-
(tovernment institution, no iustitution in



[12 Decevprr, 1934.]

any way connected with Government, ean
ever dodge political influence. That iz a
fact we have to face in the future. Why not
he honest and admit to ourselves that the
Agricultural Bank overgrew itself? If it
had stuck to what it was oviginally intended
to do, help the small man te create a scenrity
and therenpon go into the proper avenues
of finance, we would not have this ferrible
wess, the State would be millions of pounds
better off, and onr agricultural industry
wonld be on a much fGimer hasis. The Agri-
eultural Bank has gone into areas into which
it should not have gome. Advances have
heen given to people who should not have
heen given advances. Those things would
never have otcecurred if the financing had
been in the hands of properly controlled in-
stitutions with competent men to direct
them. It may be said that a Government
institution of this kind is necessary in ease
a crisis comes along, or some dreadful de-
pression. In such circumstances we must
help our agriculturists, but surely there are
other ways of doing that. We have a vote
for the development of agriemiture. In the
ense of a decent man who is well
reported on by his neighbours and whom
a bank is unable fo help further,
what ig fo stop the Government from
saying to a private institution, “We want
vou fo help this man, and we will stand for
him for £200 or £300 during the depression
by way of a guarantee”? If that were
done, we would have not only our Agricul-
tural Bank inspectors watching the man;
we would also have the bank managers
spread in the various branches thronghout
the State watching the man in sueh cases.
T am perfectly ¢ertain that many men who
are not pulling theivr weight fo-day, after
having heen financed by the Agricultural
Bank, would be compelled to pull iheir
weight, and would be far better off, under
proper supervizion. If that eourse were
adopted, if it was decided to eall a hait with
the Agrieultural Bank and to get that in-
stitution’s advances repaid, this Bill would
not be necessary. The present trustees know
every one of the borrowers. They know
all parts of the State. They know the areas=
that are not safe for wheat production. We
could not have any better men than those
we have at the present time as trustees, to
act as liquidators until the Bank is wound

up.
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The Homnorvary Minisier: What is there
in the Bill giving rize to vour remarks?

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: The Bill is to re-
vreate an institution, and I am opposing
the measure because I do not think the Bank
zhould enrry on, and therefore T do not think
the Bill is necessary. As I have said, the
other banking institutions have plenty of
money available gradually to take on the
clients of the Agricultural Bank as ther
come into a position to he taken on,

Hon. H. V. Piesse: After writing 1hem
down 75 per cent., I suppose.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: I will vote for a
provision giving the ‘trustces authonty to
write down.

Hon. H, V. Piesse; That is given in the
Bill.

Houn. E. II. ANGELO: Yes, hut T do not
think the Bill is neeessary. A short amend-
ing Bill giving that anthority is all that is
reuired.

The Honorary Minister: You believe in
the Associated Banks taking over all the
clients of the Agrienltural Bank?

Hon. E. H. ANGELOQ: The Agrieultural
Bank was never intended to come into com-
petition with the trading banks. JIn the
carly days it was necessary to ereate the
Agrienltural Bank, because the deposits of
the Associated Banks then amounted to only
about 4% millions, and the goldfields prob-
ably had most of that. Another thing:
I hear there are other hanks not represented
here to-day, and other stock firms not rep-
resented here, who are willing to come to the
State and do business in an open, proper
way, but they arc being handicapped by the
Agricultural Bank, which is offering greater
faeilities at the cost of the State.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: Keeping the men on
the land.

Hen. E. H. ANGELO: Yes, bow many
abandoned farms have we to-day? Is that
keeping the men on the land? The other
banks would help to get clients from the
Eastern States, sons of farmers who want
land; they would help bring those men over
bere and put them on the land baecked by a
proper guarantee. If the Bill passes, and
the new commissioners are appointed, they
will start out with the best intentions, tell-
ing themselves there is to be no political in-
fluence. But what will happen? In a few
years the Government of the day may adopt
another policy; the organisers of the farm-
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ers probably will come along and have their
say, and members of Parliament will go to
the commissioners and say, “We want you
to help this man because we know him to
be of very fine character,” It has been
done in the past and it will be done again
in the future, and I am satisfied that if the
Bill goes through we shall have within the
next decade another orgy of borrowing, more
Royal Commissions, and huge bad debts for
the people of the State to shoulder. For
those reasons I will oppose the second read-
ing.

HON. L. B. BOLTON (Metropolitan)
[9.5]: At the outset I have to confess that
I have not looked up ‘‘Hansard?’’ of 10, 20
or 40 years ago, and neither do I propose
wasting the time of the House in reading
advertisements that appeared in anciept
newspapers.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member
ought not to refleet on what another mem-
ber has done.

Hon. L. B, BOLTON: I am sorry. To
my mind, having regard to the little time
left of this session in which to dea] with
so many important matters, it is wasting
the time of the House.

Hon, C. F. Baxter: There is all next year
untouched.

Ton. L. B. BOLTON: Yes, and probably
we shall have to touch a considerable part
of it to get through the legislation we have
before us. Mr. Mann made certain reflec-
tions regarding vehicles supplied to group
settlements in the South-West.

Hon. W. J. Mann: And he ean snbstanti-
ate his statement.

Hon. L, B. BOLTON: I am going to give
him an opportenity to do so. In the early
days of the development of the State there
was great demand for all agrieultural im-
plements, including vehicles. Only last
night some members supported legislation
against backyard faectories. I can assure
Mr. Mann that is where most of those vehi-
eles eame from. The implication he made
was that those vehicles came from firms T
represent.

Hon. W. J. Mann: I made no such impli-
eation. I ask for a withdrawal.

The PRESIDENT : Mr. Bolton, I am sure,
will accept Mr. Mann’s statement.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: Yes, I am glad to
aecept his withdrawal.

[COUNCIL.}

Hon. W. J, Mann: I object to the hon.
member miseonstruing my remarks in that
way.

The PRESIDENT: What Mr. Mann said
was that he had made no snch implication
as Mr. Bolton thoughi. That is not a with-
drawal,

Hon, L. B. BOLTOX: All I said was, that
I aceepted his withdrawal.

The PRESIDENT : ‘*Kxplanation®’ would
be better.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: If that pleases M.
Mann, I will aceept his explanation.

Hon. W. J. Mann: I want a withdrawal.
This is not fair either to the House or to
me.

Hon. L. B. BOLTOXN: I am not very elear
as to the position. I have agreed to aceept
Mr, Mann’s explanation. If he desires me
to withdraw the suggestion I made, that I
withdraw what he said, T will do that.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Is this flouting the
authority of the House? I distinetly asked
for a withdrawal. The hon. member, en-
deavouring to De facetious, put into my
mouth words that I did not use.

The PRESIDENT: What does the hon.
member wish Mr. Bolion to withdraw?

Hon. W. J. Mann: The inference that his
firm was connected with those carvts.

The PRESIDENT: I amn sure Mr. Bolton
will withdraw.

Hon. L. B, BOLTON: Yes, T am quite
willing to withdraw. I did not understand
what the hon, member wished me to with-
draw. Certain members may have thought
it was an implieation made by Br. Mann,
but now Mr. Mann has denied that and I
am satisfied. Mr. Mann also snggested
that many of the hig firms benefited by the
operations of the .Agricultural Bank. He
was perfectly right in that, but I am equally
right in saying that (hose big firms who sup-
plied agrieultural bmplements to setilers
are to-day carrying considerable losses as
the result of that business. As a Meiro-
politan member I make no apology to the
House for addressing members on the
Agrienltural Bank Bill, heecause 1 have had
dealings with the Agricultural Bank over a
period of 23 years, and during most of that
time I have been a client of the Bank, It
seems to me there is one angle that has heen
overlooked by most of the members who
have spoken, overlooked by the general
public and alse by the Royal Commission
which sat in judgment on the Bank a few
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months ago. I was pleased to hear Mr.
Angelo give the Bank eredit for some of its
actions during the early days. I do not
think sufficient credit has been given to the
Bank for the wonderful belp it has been to
the development of the State. Had no such
institution been ereated when it was, I am
certain that not nearly the advancement
that has been made would have-been made.
Moreover, many farmers, including myseclf,
would not have been able to make the start
we did. Some of us at least have been sue-
cessful, and therefore have been of some
benefit to the State as a whole. I have
many times expressed the opinion that the
trustees would have been better advised had
they adopted a firmer policy towards many
of their elients. Fully 30 per eent. of their
clients should have been off the land years
ago.

Hon, C. F. Baxter: The trustees were not
allowed to do it; they wanted to do it.

Hon., L. B. BOLTON: I am coming to
that. You probably helped to keep the men
on the land, Buf ithose clients were allowed
to remain there, getting deeped and deeper
into the mire, and so they have drareed the
industry down to the level in whieh it is to-
day by over-capitalisation, which present
prices give them no hope of ever meeting.
tinless the prices of primary prodnets re-
eover at an early date, the only possible
hope for those men is relief from their debts
and relief from all taxation. But when we
consider legislation for this purpose, we
should be well advised to consider also what
repercussions may arise from it. The major-
ity of farmers who are heavily involved will,
I have no doubt, ask that their debis be re-
conditioned, and will bring forward evidence
to prove the low values of their properties.
Tt is suggested that a farm is to be valued at
what it will produce, apparently withont
taking into consideration the capabilities of
the farmer. These of us who know anything
about farming are aware that for years we
bave heen praising Western Australia as a
producing country, claiming that the bhest
wheat in the world is grown here, the best
wool, and the best fruit. We consider it
wise to praise onr State, and there is no
doubt that the advertisement a country ob-
tains is responsible for the flow of much
eapital into it. Now we are going to turn
round and tell the outside world how low
in value is our s01l? The Bill is the Gov-
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ernments reply fo the Royal Commission,
and one must give them every credit for
their effort. It certainly has good features,
but in many instances requires to be
amended before I can give it my support.
L shall vote for the second reading in the
hope that the necessary alterations will be
made in Committee, and as I shall be speak-
ing in Committee, 1 intend but briefly to
refer to them now. Before touching on mat-
ters in the Bill which in my opinion require
to be amended, I desire lo offer a few com-
ments on the Royal Commission. I was
shsent from the State when the report was
presented, and this is nyy first opportunity
to say anything about the work of that body.
I do not propose to eriticise the personnel
of the Comission as I doubt whether any
three men appointed would have suited
evervone, [ was more than sorry to hear
the remarks made by Mr. Cornell the other
evening regarding the Chairman of the
Commission. If the Government were cog-
nisant of the faets as stated by Mr. Corneil,
then the appointment should never have heen
made. Many hostile comments concerning
the methods adopted to secure information
were heard, and T join with those who sin-
cerely commend the Managing Trustee onl
his staff for the dignified manner in which
they reeeived those attempts. Tf the
information eontained in  Mr. Corneli’s
speech had any hearing on this, then,
as T said before, T am more than
sorry it was allowed to oceur. It is
claimed that the position of the Bank to-
day is partly due to political interference.
With this T am fully in accord and definitely
say that had the trustees been in the posi-
tion of the manager of an Associated Bank,
and told many of us to mind our own busi-
ness, things would certainly have not been
nearly as black as they are to-day. On more
than one oceasion Mr. MeLarty has con-
fessed to me that when he decided to elose
down on a farmer and adopt a eertain
course of action, either the Minister at the
time or some member of Parliament bronght
influence to hear that prevented it.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: The present Min-
ister for Lands virtuallv denied that.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: T do not eare. I
believe this House will agree with my re-
marks that in many instances what I have
related actnally happened. I have to con-
fess that on more than one oecasion I my-
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self interviewed the Managing Trustee on
hehalf of friends of mine who wanted some
little help or some favour.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: You are now putting
yourself in the same calegory as that in
which yon put me a little while ago.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: I do not think that
you as a Minister in a previous Govern-
ment:

The PRESIDEXNT: Order!
member must address the Chair.

Hon. L. B, BOLTON: As Mr. Cornell
has pointed ount, members of Parliament
have had occasion to approach the trustees,
and I was telling the House that T had done
this myself on behalf of a client of the
Bank. But I have also told the trustees
that T would not he justified in suggesting
that they shonld do what T asked them to
do.

Hon. J. Cornell: May I explain that what
I said was that I had gone to the trustees
and told them that the personal equation
of a partienlar individual was all right. I
also said to the trustees, “Give that fellow
nothing.”

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: T see no harm in
interviewing the trustees on behalf of
clients, and I know that other memhers have
done the same thing. A member would not
tell any of his constituents that he refused
to see the trustees, but if a member was
doing a fair thing by the country he would
sav to the trustees, “I am speaking on be-
half of Jones, but honestly I cannot reecom-
mend that any further assistance be given
to him.” Surely there is no harm in that,
and I think that is the correet course to fol-
low.

Hon. L. Craig: And what would yon say
to Jones when vou saw him again?

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: I would tell him
that I had seen the trustees and that I did
not hold out much hope for him. In my long
business eareer I know no man who has
done more or gziven greater service to the
Btate than the Managing Trustee of the
Agrienltnral Bank, and T have alwavs
stressed the opinion that his position was
by far the most thankless in the whole puh-
lic service of the State. I stromgly recom-
mend the Government to retain in an advis-
ory capacity the serviees of Mr. MecLarty
whose knowledge of the Bank and the State
is so extensive. One of the ohjects of the
Bill was, T understand, to remove the Bank
from politieal influenree, but I ask how can

The hon.
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this be when the suggested appointments in-
elude as commissioner the Under Treasurer
or his deputy, and a part-time officer at
that? Surely the position warrants a full-
time officer, and the work of the Bank justi-
fies such an appointment. Of the other two
appointments I support the suggestion of a
previous speaker that while one might be
appointed for seven years, the other should
be appointed for a term of four or five
years. This would guaraniee a continuity
of policy so nceessary in an institution of
this kind. The Bill empowers the commis-
sioners to engage or dismiss the Bank’s staff.
Officers retained cease to have rights under
the Public Service Act, and those dispensed
with ¢ontinne nnder the control of the Pub-
lie Service Commissioner, who will appoint
them fo other positions that may be
available. The chances are that there will
be few, if any, vacant positions, and the
officers will then be declared surplus and
thrown out of employment. The Aet should
protect the rights of the present officers of
the Bank, and they should have the right
to appeal against the decision of the com-
missioners., Clause 50 is certainly one
of the most -contentions in the Bill
and requires to be modified. In its
present form it will practically close any
ontside avenue of credit laking pre-
cedence over banks, stock merchants
and other finaneial institutions who have
supplied farmers with stock under stock
mortzage at 100 per cent. of its value at
the outset. Under that eluuse the commis-
sioners ean take all profit and leave the in-
stitution that supplied the stock for the
benefit of the farmer, without revenue. If
it is thus intended to push aside securities
hitherto regarded as sacred, it will be quite
unsafe for other institutions to trade with
any Agrienltural Bank client. It further
provides that the commissioners can take
from a property in no way conneeted with
their advance the crop yield, even though {he
other institution may have financed the erop
there and taken as security a crop lien for
the rvepayment of the moneys advaneed to
put in that partienlar cvep. These things
make dealing with an Agricultural Bank
client practically unsafe if securities are to
be so pushed aside. Anotber result of pass-
ing Clanse 50 will be to dim the ray
of sunshine on almost every farm. To take
the proceeds of the few sidelines as intended
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rould, in my opinion, be the last straw.
iny proceeds from these are mosily due
o the hard work of the farmer's wife and
amily, and many a child would have less
o eat and less to wear, only for the efforts
f the parents. I hope the House will re-
trict the statutorv lien to apply only 1o
nain crops such as wheat, wool, stoek, ete,
nd not include sidelines. 1 do not pro-
wse to say any more. I shall reserve any
urther remarks until we reach the Com-
nittee stage. T believe an honest attempt
ins been mnde by the Government to amend
he Agricultural Bank Act and I support
he second reading. In Committee the
.mendments to be moved, and which I eon-
ider nceessary, will receive my support.

HON. L. CRAIG (Sonth-West) [9.57]: I
lo not propose to hold a post mortem on the
etivities of the Agricultural! Bank. YWhat
vorries me is the future of the institution.
fany suggestions have been made but all T
i concerned about is as io what is going
o happen in the futnre. Mussolini's ad-
-ice was, never look haek cxecept as an ex-
werience.  So that what is past is gone and
lone with. Let us devote all our thoughts to
he future of the Bank and let us get into
Jommittee as quickly as we possibly can.
_am perfectly satisfied that the group set-
lers or many of them, even if they
ad their farms given to them, free of all
uterest, wounld eventually leave those
arms, Several of the farms ihemselves T
vould not have as a gift. The State has
o stand the loss. It is proposed when the
3ill reaches the Committee stage to move 8
wmber of amendments. I do hope the House
vill not earry all the amendments. The Bill
8 an earnest effort to do the right thing by
he settlers and the State. After all, the
State has rights, n tremendous lot of rights,
md I trust those rights will be protected.
Che Bill does give a ray of hope fo the
renuine settler. The commissioners will bo
mpowered to write off or to freeze a por-
ion of the indebtedness for n period of
ears. That is as it should be, but I also
kink that the settler who the commissioners
inow perfectly well is in a hapeless posi-
ion, and will always be in a hopeless posi-
ion, sbould he removed as quickly as pos-
ible, not only for the good of the State,
mat for the good of the individual himself.
¥hat is the good of leaving on his block a
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man who is hopelessly involved and quite in-
corapetent? The sooner he is taken off the
land and placed in some other industry, the
hetter it will be for all concerned. With
régard to the appointment of the cominis-
sioners, I take it the Government will use
due diseretion and will appoint wmen of
integrity and honesty, men who know some-
thing about the job. Tt is a mistake to tie
their hands too much. If by the passing of
many amendments we are to tie them hand
and foot, it will merely impede their actions.
What is necessary is to get the right men
to undertake the work., 1f we were to
appoint a man to act as manager of a farm
or as a director of a bank, we would not tie
his hands but would give him a freec hand
and trust him to do the right thing. Unless
the conunissioners are given a more or less
free hand, they will not he ahle to do the
work to the best advantage. They will not
be Shylocks and demand their pound of
flesh, even though the patient should die.
They will not be fools. [ urge members to
be reasonable and allow the Government to
appoint commissioners who will have more
or less a free hand to do the right thing. I
support the second reading of the Bill and
trust it will reach the Committee stage as
quickly as possible so that we may get on
with the real business.

HON. T. MOORE (Central) [9.32]: My
remarks on the Bill will be Lrief although
the subject is one upon which much time
could be spent. I have been struck by the
comments of previous speakers, and I was
sorry to hear the note sounded by Mr, Mann.
He said the settlers asked for bread and the
Government gave them a stone. He is the
only memher who has suggested that.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Do not get my state-
ment inaccurately. I said that was the state-
ment made to me.

Hon, T. MOORE: But the hon. member
indicated that it was something that he him-
self helieved.

Hon. W. J. Mann: No.

Hon. T. MOORE: Then I think it was
wrong fto make such a statement. I believe
the Bill represents an honest endeavour on
the part of the Government to do something
to assist the men on the land. Do not let
us get down to such statements as thai made
by Mr. Mann. Tlen again remarks were
made concerning a particular clause that
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was stated to be very contentinns. I under-
stand that the only difference hetween the
clause and the provision already in the Aet
is the addition of the words “hutter fat.”
The inclusion of those words was necessary
because we must make provision for the
group settlers. It is suzgested that the in-
clusion of those words will mean, as Mr,
Thomson snggested, that the money for eggs
would be taken from a settler. To my mind
that is drawing the long bow. It simply
shows how some members are prepared to
place a wrong construction on a measure
that Mr. Craig and others have deseribed as
an honest endeavour to do something in the
interests of the settlers. 1 wish to say a few
words regarding the view of a large section
of the wheatgrowers. I presume every mem-
ber received a letter from the organisation
known as the Wheatgrowers’® Union. The
union should know the position of the farm-
ers to-day and the letter shows how they
view the proposals »f the Government. In
their letter the union state that in the main
they view the Bill now before the Legisla-
tive Couneil with approval, but that there
are some clanses to  which they are
strongly oppesed. The union set out the
clauses and their contentions. They objees
to two elanses and one concerns the appoint-
ment of the eolmissioners. The union con-
sider that the third member should be a
full-time appointee and should not be merely
a representative of the Under Treasurer.
There is certainly something in that econten-
tion, and for my part I hope the third
member will be a full-time eommissioner, 1
believe it will not be long hefore the Gov-
ernment will appreciate the faet that the-e
is ample work for three vonunissioners cn
full-time. The union also take exeeption to
Clause 50 and wrge lhat too muech power
is to be vested in the commissioners. Thev
mention side lines and say there is no pro-
vision in the Bill for the protection of the
farmers and econsider that the whole of the
proceeds will he taken. As a matter of
faet, that eould have heen done under the
parent Act. T agree with Mr. Craig, how-
ever, that the appointment of the commis-
sioners represents the erux of the whole
question, I take it the Government wiil
select really gond men as commissioners of
the Agricaltural Bank. Let members eon-
sider the powers vested in the Comrmissioner
of Railways and the Commissioner of Poliee.
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Let them think what those officers could do
if they exercised all their powers and then
ask if the possession of those powers has
resulted in those officials acting improperly.
No one has suffered because of the provision
of those powers. It all depends on the type
of men whe will be appointed as commis-
sioners. They should he vested with wide
powers and I believe the Government will
see to it that sunitable men will be chosen
to fill the positions. They will make an hon-
est endeavour to get the best men to do the
work. T have no misgivings on that point.
The commissioners must be given the power
that is necessary to enable them to assist
the farmers. One feature that will be of
particular aid to the farming eommunity
will be the power vested in the eommission-
ers to write down debis. Some members
spoke of the postponement of debts, but
that is not what I hope will be done. The
commissioners have the power to write down
or postpone debts and, of course, there is a
difference there. The time has arrived for
the writing down of debts. In years gone
by Western Australia waxed fat while the
men on the land were spending money build-
ing up an asset. The business community
generally had their go-getters and secured
the rake-off, during which time the farmers
were working hard to build up an asset for
the State.

Hon, H. V. Piesse: And they have not
been paid yet.

Hon. T. MOORE: It has been stated that
£16,000,000 has heen spent, but we have a
great asset for that expenditure. In those
cireumstances, little harm has heen done.
seeing that we have the asset. It is troe
that hecause of the depression some of the
holdings have not the value that attached
to them a few years ago, but who ean sav
what the position will be during the next
10.or 15 years? The pendulum will swing
again and primary production will be worth
what it was a few years ago. When those
conditions return, everyone will want to zo
on the land again. I contend that that
money has not heen lost because an asset has
baen created. T have previously pointed ont
that to levy an interest charge of seven per
cent. upon men who were creating an asset
was quite unfair. The asset that was cre-
ated must remain. Tt would have paid the
State to charge one per cent. interest only
on money spent upon clearing operations.
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Let members consider the wealth that has
heen produced becanse of the expenditnre
of that money. Where wouald this State have
been hut for the work of the agriculturists?
We would have been a puny community;
with the expenditure of the mmoney, we have
developed and progressed. Those members
who consider that the money was not wisely
spent should look further into the matter.
[ admit that one mistake was the charging
of seven per cent. interest and the State
should have provided the money for much
less than that. Once a man is placed on
the land, everything he requires is taxed.
The Federal Qovernment impose a sales
tax npon everything he has to buy and in all
directions the settler has to pay out, al-
though he will show a loss at the end of the
season. While memhers have been so eriti-
cal of the Agricultural Bank, lef us see how
the private trading banks have got on. Mr.
Angelo elaims to be an aulhority on bank-
ing and to have had mueh to do with that
husiness. He held forth upon what should
he done and he suggested that the affairs
of the Agricultural Bank should be wound
np. He was the only member who
suggested that. T do not know what would
happen if that propoesal twere adopted.
He said that £16,000,000 had heen spent
throngh the Agricultural Bank. Is Mr.
Angelo aware that the private banks have
£17,000,000 invested in the industry?

Hon. E. T. Angelo: Yes, but the pri-
vate banks have nof the same ratio of
losses.

Hon. T. MOORE: They went further
tban the Agrienltural Bank and accepted
second mortgages. The private banks
talked many of the farmers into leaving the
Agrieultural Bank and conducting their
business through the private institntion.
That is the position in which many of the
farmers find themselves to-day. That is one
phase that is not provided for in the Bill.
It means that while Agrieuliural Bank
clients will have their debts written down,
the farmers who owe £17,000,000 to the pri-
vate hanks will not be placed in a similar
position. That is wrong. I hope another
Bill will be introduced to deal with that,
or that the latier type of seftler will have
the benefit of some of the money that is to
be provided through the Federal Govern-
ment,
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Hon. A. Thomson: The Farmers’ De!)ts
Adjustment Act will provide for the outside
farmers.

Hon. T. MQORE: I hope that will he
the position. For my part, I eontend that
Act and the Agricuitural Bank Aect should
be considered side by side. It is unfar for
the State to write down the debts of Agri-
cultural Bank eclients while the other farm-
ers will not get the same consideration,
Those members who criticise the Agrieul-
tural Bank should give both sides of the
question. The private banks that have
£17,000,000 out on loan are stated to be
such sound business institubions. 1 am
afraid in view of the position, considering
Mr. Angelo’s remarks, he does not know too
much aboot it. -

Hon. E. H. Angelo: I do net think that
£17,000,000 is out, hut the figure is more
likely to be about £5,000,000.

Hon. T. MOORE: I am quite prepared
to accept that statement, bearing in mind
how the banks ean manipulate figures to
prove what they desire. They soon create
a debt, though perhaps starting with very
little. I have a letter from the Yandanooka
Sub-branch of the Returned Soldiers’
League which shows how interest affects the
settlers. We wanbt n writing down of re-
purchased esfates.

Hon, 1. Craig: Hear, hear!

Hon. T. MOORE: I helicve we will get
it, too.

Hon. L. Craig: We want a rednction of
interest.

Hon. T. MOORE: T am not so much eon-
cerned about that. TWhat I want is a writ-
ing down of debts. The letter states, inter
alia—

As an example of how interest affects us, I
quote from certified aecounts from one of our
settlers in respect to his nccount with the Lands
Department, amounting to £1,613 0s. 7d,, which
he paid between the years 1923-1930. e was
credited —

£ s d.

Aceount, land .. 1,295 38 1
Agcount, bank .. 100 11 6
Interest .. £1,395 14 7

£ s d

Account, principal 18¢ 7 1
Account, principal 32 16 11
Prineipal £217 4 0
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A charge of £1.395 for interest in seven
years makes it an impossible proposition.
Something must be done for those settlers.
That man was a good elient, unlike some of
the settlers in Mr. Mann’s constitueney, who
do not pay. The letter continned—

This interest amounted to 861 per cent, of
his payments, and it would appear that the de-
fault of one year’s payments robs him of all
hia equity in the holding.

Yet many people scoff about the Farmers.
They believe that the farmers are on a won-
derfully good wicket, and have nothing to
do but ride about in their motor cars. That
impression, of course, is quite wrong. There
are many good farmers in the country who
are heavily involved in spite of the faet
that they have put up as fine a battle as it
was possible to do. This Bill proposes to
do something for those seitlers. To show
further how interest affects setflers, let m2
refer to a matter that T took up with the
Lands Department. I found that interest
was heing charged on survey fees to the
amount of 1s. 3d. per acre, and the reply
from the Lands Department stated—

You will no doubt recolleet in the casc of
lond within repurchased ecstates on which in-
terest is charged in a similar mapner that the
effect is that the price at the end of 20 years
ig douhled,

Al]l those things have been going on for
years and there has been a fine rake-off. In
years pone by setilers have done good work.
They have created a wonderful asset, and
not until the fall of prices occurred was it
necessary for them to ask that something
be done. Having done so much for the
State, the State should now come to their
aid and do some writing down for them.
Writing down on wheat farms is going to
bo an extremely difficult matter. I know of
a number of good farms in this country that
cannot pay any interest at the present
prica of wheat.  There are numerous
farms that have heen cropped and fallowed
for vears to such an extent that it is neces-
sary for them to change over to stock. The
farmers have continued to work the same
gountry year after year, and they cannot
now get results, no matter how well they
work it. Some people contend that low re-
furns are due to erops having been seratehed
in. On some land it docs not matter how a
farmer handles it, whether he fallows and
works it balf-a-dozen times or merely
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scratehes the crop in, the result is the same.
The land needs a change.

Hon, L. Craig: So does all land.

Hon. T. MOORE: Of course. That is one
of the things the Bill is designed to bring
about. Where the money is to be ohtained
for the work, 1 Qo not know. I am
hopeful that many of the farmers who have
developed the habit of growing wheat will
develop some other habit. We have cer-
tainly got into a habit of growing wheat,
although nobody wants our wheat exeept at
a price lower than it can be produced. Firms
are prepared to finanee farmers for wheat-
growing, and they take a first lien over the
erop. To change over to stock will be ex-
pensive, but if is a problem that must Dbe
faced if the farners are to be kept on their
holdings. It would be unsnfe Lnr many of
them to continue to grow wheat. To change
over to stock, water supplies must be pro-
vided in some parts of the State, and that is
a diflienlt matter. Fencing will also be
needed. This Bill will give the scttlers hope.
[ know that the settlers have practically lost
hope. Many men have put op a fine battle
for vears, only to find that during the de-
pression their interest bill grew to such pro-
portions that the lond has become too great
for them to earry. Interest must be reduced
to as low a rate as possible on the amount
which it is specified the farmer can ecarry.
It may he we shall get some of the Federal
money, but that only seems to be as a drop
in the ocean.

Hon. W. J. Mann: That is right.

Hon. T. MOORE: To carry on farming
in this State, money is necessary and farm-
ers must change over from wheatgrowing to
stock. The provisions of the Bill will give
people hope for the future. I hope that few
amendments will be made. I believe the
Bill will prove to be a workable measure.
Perhaps it may need slight amendments, but
I hope that too much time will not be spent
on it. Let us get into Committee so that the
people will have hope of something bheing
accomplished.  After the Bill has been
passed, there will be much work to be done.
Many men will be required as valuers be-
cause the commissioners will not do that
work. Every day we occupy will be a day
wasted. Let us get the Bill into Committee
as soon as possible, and pass it through the
remaining stages. I support the second
reading.
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On motion by Hon, H, Seddon, dehate
idjourned.

BILL—FREMANTLE MUNICIPAL TRAM-
WAYS AND ELECTRIC LIGHTING
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

HON. G. FRASER (West) [9.54] in mov-
ing the second reading said: This is a 4-
clause Bill containing two amendmenis to
the Act. The first amendment is designed
to give the Fremantle Tramway Board
power to supply current to the Rockingham
road district. Under the Act, the board may
supply adjoining local authorities, but
Rockingham does not adjoin.  Therefore
the first amendment is necessary to enable
Rockingham to be supplied. The second re-
quest is to permit the Tramway Board to
inerease their overdraft at the bank from
£5,000 to £20,000. The bank, I understand,
is agrecable to grant an overdraft to that
extent. The reason for wishing to increase
the overdraft is to earry out the work to
conneet the Rockingham district and also
to relay the tram track in the Melville Road
Board area. The Tramwav Board since
commencing operations in 1905 have bor-
rowed approximately £215,000. OF that
amounnt, £136,000 has bheen repaid, and of
the balance of £79,000, a sinking fund is
available to cover all except £33,000. On
the present policy of the hoard, the whole
of the loan indebtedness of the board will
be liqnidated in 1938,

Hon, W. J. Manu: Very good!

Hon. G. FRASER: Tt would bave heen
possible for the board to float another loan,
but they preferred to have an extension of
their bank overdraft.

Hon. W. J. Mann:
they pay?

Hon. (i. FRASER: That will he a matter
for arrangement with the bank, but it will
he less than would be paid on a loan.

Hon, I. Craig: They propose to have a
working overdraft?

Hon. G. FRASER: Yes.

Hon. E. II. Angelo: And pay interest on
2 fluctnating halance.

Hon. G. FRASER: Yes.

Hon. V. Hamersley: What is the district
between Fremantle and Roekingham?

Hon. G. FRASER: The Fremantle road
distriet, and permission has heen obfained

What inferest will
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to carry the lines through that area, I
move—

That the Biil Le¢ now read a sccond time.

Question pub and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Hon. J. Nicholson in the Chair; Hon. G.
Fraser in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.
Clanse 2—Amendment of Section 2.

Hon. G. FRASER: This clause does not
give the Tramway Roard a monopoly to
supply the Rockingham distriet.

Hon. GG. W. Miles: Can you secure an
amendment so that the Government Tram-
ways may be taken over as well?

Hon. i Fraser: That is a horse of an-
other colour.

Hon. L. Craig: T take it the Roekingham
Road Board have entered into a contract
with the Tramway Board?

Hon. G. FRASER.: They are prepared to
do so.

Clanse put and passed.
Clanses 3, 4, Title—agreed to.

Bill veported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Third Reading,

Bill read a third time and passed.

RESOLUTION—TRAMWAYS CLOSURE.
Claremont Station to Waratah-avenue.

Message from the Assembly requesting
concmirence in the following resolution, now
considered—

That this Housc endorses the recommenda-
tion of the Western Australian Transport
Board for the closure of the tramway from the
Claremont railway station to and including
Waratah-avenue, and sanctions the closure of
the said line.

THE CHIEY SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central) [10.5]: I move—

That the 1esolution he agreed to.

I ask the House {o coneur in the DMes-
sage from the Legislative Assembly. It will
be remcmbered that, when the TFransport
Co-ordination Act was under cousideration
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by Parliament, the existing order as regards
transport matters was allowed to continue;
that is to say, transport by train and tram
was controlled by the Government, and bus
services were conducted by private enter-
prise. The Transport Act gave to the Trans-
port Board a controlling authority as re-
gards fares, time tables and rountes. This
was necessary so that the intercsts of the
travelling public would be the predominant
factor in any license granted. Where the
interests of the travelling public are not
conserved, stringent eonditions are imposed
prior to the granting or renewal of the
license, and if those eonditions are not com-
plied with the license may be refused. See-
tion 11 of the Act provides that if,
in the opinion of the Board, the services of
any framway are inadequate and the require-
ments of the distriet are or could be better
sorved by road transport, the Board way
recommend the closure or partial suspension
of serviece of the tramway. Tt also provides
that any sueh recommendation shall be put
before Parliament for its sanction or other-
wise. It is further provided that upon receipt
of any such recommendation the Minister
shall direct the Board to call tenders for
road transport to serve the district or arca
served by the tramway. The result of sush
tenders shall be aseertained before the pro-
posal is submitted to Parliament.

Hon, G. W. Miles: What if Parliament
is not sitting?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We have to
wait then until Parliament does sif. It is
provided that no tender shall be accepted
by the Minister until Parliament approves
of the closure of the tramway. The Board
has been reported as follows:—

‘*After having made exhaustive inquiries,
the Board is of the opinion that the scrvices of
the tramway which is operating hetween the
Claremont railway station and Waratah-avenue
are more or less inadequate, and that the re-
quirements of the distriet can be better served
by road transport, that is, by omnibuses.”’

The Board recommended that the tramway
be closed. When making this recommenda-
tion the Board reported—

1. That the tramway was opened for traffic
on the 26th April, 1924, 2, That the capital
1cost wag £16,700. 3. Interest charges, £760 per
annum; sinking fund, if based on 33 years’
life, £500; total, £1,260. 4. The total receipts
amounted to £11,952. 3. Actual operating ex-
penses, £13,504. 6. Actual loss incurred, with-
out taking into consideration interest and sink-
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ing fund, £1652. 7. The gross earnings fo
the 12 months ended 31st October, 1934, £38(
14s. 5d. 8. The actual operating cost.s, ‘exelu
sive of interest and sinking fund for the sam«
period, £1,333.

Hon. E. H. Angelo: Are the Governmeni
going to take up the rails?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That i
something to be considered in the future
Upon receipt of this report, the Ministe
direeted the Board to call for tenders for
road transport. Two tenders were receives
and the recommendation of the Board is as
set out in the following statement—

““The United Buses, Limited, operate on twc
routes, namely, Perth-Stirling Highway-Bruce
Btreet, and the River Road past the Old Men’s
Home to Waratah Avenue, which is the ter
minus of the tramway; and also from the tram.
way terminus nlong Westana Road into Perth,
joining up with their main route at the eor-
ner of Westana Road and Birdweod Parade.
Wlen people who reside on or near the river
frontages desire to make connection with the
railway service or to do their shopping in Clare-
mont they have to travel by bus for a com-
paratively short distance, and then transfer to
a tram, Tf the tender of the United Buses be
aceepted, the people who live on the Claremont
gide of the Qld Men’s Home or on the Clara-
mont side of Dalkeith Road will, without trans-
fer to another vehicle, be taken into Claremont
or to the railway station. Because it is pos-
sible for the United Buses, Limited to run a
conlinuous service without transfer, they have
agreed to co-operate with the railways in the
matter of season ticket holders who travel by
railwny and to charge only 4s. 44. per meonth
for the conveyance of passengers by bus to
and from a point near the Old Men’s Home,
and on the other route to and from a point
about two-thirds of the way between Victoria
Avenue and Dalkeith Road. Hitherto by co-
ordination between the Railway and Tramway
Departments, 4s. 4d. has been the extra monthly
charge for transport by tram, only as far as
Waratah Avenue.

United Buses, Limited, also undertake to con-
vey school children from the intersection of
Stirling Highway and Bruee Street right
through to Claremont and to charge only a 2d.
return fare, as compared with 44, which is
now c-.harge(l when these children have to be
transported by bus to Waratah Avenue and
by tram for the rest of the distance.

The Board is very definitely of the opinion
that the tender submitted by TUnited Buses,
Limited, should he aceepted.

Apart from the reasons already given, the
Board in arriving at this conelusion has in mind
the faet that the United buses can and will
render ;1 through service, and will thus afford
better transport facilities for the residents
than could possibly be provided by the Metro-
politan Omnibus Company.
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The recommendation, therefore, is that the
tender of the United Buses, Limited, be accep-
ted, and that by reselution of Parliament the
tramway should cense to operate from the 31st
Decemter.?’

The tender recommended provides for 63
services Monday to Friday inclusive, as
against 34 services by tram, and on Satur-
day for 53 as against 30 by tram, and the
same number of services on Sunday. From
the financial aspeet, the bus company will
pa¥ a premium of £220 per annum, which
will he paid to the Treasurer to he used
towards liquidating the cost of the tramway,
whereas the position regarding the tramway
for last year was that a loss of £450 was
incurred. In view of the fact that, owing
to the peculiar position of the distriet with
its existing bus service, 1t is indicated that
beiter service would be given to the public
at no extrn cost, indeed with some advan-
tage, and that an annual loss of some £400
would he saved to the Treasury, T move—

That this House cndorses the recommenda-
tien of the Western Australian Transport Board
for the ¢losure of the tramway from the Clare-
wmort railway station to and incuding Waratah-

avenue, and sanctions the closure of the said
line,

HON. C. F. BAXTER (East) [10.15]: 1
support the motion. At the same time 1
ask the Chicf Sceretary to wold over the dis-
eussion for another day, beeause in the
meantime T would like him to aseertain
what is the position regarding that por-
tion of the tramway from the Broadway lo
the main street in Claremont. Ts that alse
a losing proposition? T shonld like the
Houze to he informed on that aspect. There
are in existenee two services—the tram ser-
vice, and a good taxi service which cannot
operate, Tf the Eram serviee is not showing
& profit, hut on the contrary showing a loss,
why retain it? I do not think it is show-
ing a profit. Tts construetion should never
have been anthorised in the first place. The
anfortunate residents have not a reasonahle
service. In fact, the service is terrible.
While not meeting the needs of the residents
at all, the service is dangerons to other traf-
ie. On the other route, which is served by
yuses, there is a favourable timetable. The
igures quoted by the Chief Secretary show
‘hat there is a heavy loss on a small mile-
1ge of tram, apart from the aspect of pull-
ng up the line. In addition to that, it will
srovide a better service for the people alongz
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that route. I am afraid, as has been pointed
out, that we cannot attain what we desire
by amending the motion. We should let it
go, and then try to do something else guite
separately with regard to the other line if
it is not a payable proposition.

Question put and passed.

BILL—GERALDTON SAILORS AND
SOLDIERS’ MEMORIAL INSTITUTE
ENABLING.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

BILL—FACTORIES AND SHOPS ACT
AMENDMENT,

In Committee—PBill Lapsed.

Heon. J. Corneli in the Chair; the Honor-
ary Minister in charge of the Bill,

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—Amendment of definition “Fac-
tory” in Section 4:

Hon, W. J. MANN: I move an amend-
ment—
That in line 4 of paragraph {a) ¢‘less than

four persons’’ be struck out, and the words
‘‘two persons or more’? inserted in lieu.

It is rather anomalous that whereas form-
erly the Government thought that places
where four persons were employed could be
fairly exempted from.the provisions of the
Act, they now regard such a concern as
dangerous and a menace fo the biz manu-
facturers. It seems strange that the big
manufacturers with all their improved
machinery and advanced methods are in
such a condition that the small backyard
concerns can be regarded ns a menace to
them.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The Bill has
reaehed the Committee stage without proper
consideration. It was introduced yesterday
and passed the second reading stage almost
without discussion. This is not the time,
seeing that so wmany people are out
of work, to pass legislation to pre-
vent persons wWho cannot secure jobs in
factories from working in their own homes,
and thereby keeping themselves off the dole.
I propose to move to strike the clause out
of the Bill altogether.
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The HONORARY MINISTER: I am not
surprised at Mr. Holmes’s remark that the
Bill was passed without proper considera-
tion, sceing that he was not in the Cham-
ber last night,

Hon. . .J. Holmes: You know I did not
mean it in that sense.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Had he
been preseut, no doubt the Bill would have
reccived fair consideration. The elause
does not mean what has been suggested. Tt
will not prevent people from working in
their own homes, but it will enahle the
Minister, should the operations of one of
these small coneerns conmstitute s menace
or amount to unfair competition, to bring
the concern within the scope of the Aet,
What hardship is there in that?

Hon. A. Thomson: Do you sugmesi that
these small backyard underiakings engage
upon unfair competition?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes, in
some instanees. It does not mean that they
wifl all be deelared to be factories. ‘That
step will he taken only where the Minister
considers unfair competition is indulged in.
Tt simply means they will e subject to the
same supervision as are olher factories. Tt
has become absolutely neeessary to bring
some of these places within the meaning of
the Act.

Hon. R. . MOORE: I will support the
amendment, for it will give a man oppor-
tunity to work without undue restriction.
I'requently one can get ont of diffieulty by
temporarily working leng hears, as T know
by bitter experience. Under the Aect an
employer himself is regarded as one of the
employees, and so a minimum of two per-
sons will only allow a man to have one as-
sistant. Tt might be better if the mover of
the amendment were to make it ‘‘three
persons or more.'

Flon. T. MUORE: We can see in Perth
what specialising has done. Down fown we
find shop after shop stocking goods of Jup-
anese manufacture, whiech, by specialisa-
tion, are turned oni at ridiewlously low
prices. Qur manufaeturers are all suffer-
ing from unfair competition as the result
of the importation of those Japanese goods.

Hon. E. H. Angelo: The Japanese arc
faking a lot of our wheat and wool.

Hon. T. MOCORE: There was a time when
we waved a (lazg and said it was good fo he
British.
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Hon, H. 8. W. Parker: But Australia in
ereased her already high tariffs and so wi
cannot now get British goods.

Hon, T. MOORE: I support the idea o.
Eair competition, but do not let us do harn
te our own established industries. Cer
tainly every man should he given a chana
but, on the other hand, there should be du
supervision over all.

Hon, A THOMSON: The hor. membe
who hag just sat down remarked that wi
ought to specialise, hut ought not to pi
prick the small wman. The Bill gives fae
tory inspectors ample power of supervision
The small manufacturer should be pro
tected. The large mamufacturer is able t¢
protect himself.

Hou. W. J. Mann: Tle complains that he
eannot protect himself.

Hon, A. THOMSON: A large manufae
turer can insta] modern machinery, but th
small man specialises with his own Iabour
I was a member of the select committee that
considered amendments to the Act in 1920
and we thought we were going sufficiently
far by making the provision contained ir
Section 4. Small manutacturers are subjec
to the same labour conditions as ave larg:
manufacturers aud there sliould be no ecause
for alarm about unfair competition. One
member of this House works longer hour:
than any unionist ever did, and wvet he
favours the Rill,

Hon. L. B. Bolton: You o not under
stand the position,

Hon. A. THOMSON: The alternative
would be for men to get work in the large
factories, but those faciories are not in ¢
position to employ them. A man who shows
initiative and tries to improve himself, ir
preference to going on the dole, shonld uol
be restricted as proposed, Founders ol
large businesses did not suceeed by working
44 or 48 lowrs a week. 1 hope that thi:
clanse and jn fact all the claunses will be
deleted.

The CHAIRMAN: If the hon. membe
wishes to delete all the clauses, I direct his
attention to Standing Order 265.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Mr
Thomson spoke of employers who worket
more than 44 hours a werk and said they
would lbe prevented from doing so.

Hon, A. Thomson: In a factory afte
hours.
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The HONORARY MINISTER: I was
surprised to hear the hon. member argue
that the employees of such a man should be
compelled to work long hours.

Hon. A. Thomson: T ecertainly did mnot
say that.

The HONGRARY MINISTER: If the
hon. member was not referring to employees,
how can he associate his remarks with a fac-
torv of four employees?

Hon, A. THOMSON: 1 definitely stated
that the owner of a factory had to comply
with arbitration conditions, but under the
restrictions proposed he eonld not be in the
factory after hours.

The HONORARY MINISTER: That has
nothing to do with the matter. Tf it will
shorten the dehate I will say I am prepared
to aceept Mr, Mann’s amendment. I under-
stand his desire is that there shall be no
doubt” ahout the position of the man who
wants to work just for himself.

Hon, W. J. Mann: With an assistant.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
amendment would exempt those places where
only one man is employed. All places will
not be declared factories within the meaning
of the Act, but only those where the com-
petition is unfair and the Minister thinks
they should be declared factories. The evi-
dence would have to be strong hefore he
would say that one man working for himself
and employing no one else would be con-
sidered a factory.

Hon, H. V. PIESSE: Although I am a
factory manager, I only put in a little extra
time at the work, and am not necessarily
employed there for any great length of time,
I am not a factory in myself.

Hon. R. G. MOORE: Mr. T. Moore gave
us the impression that the object of the Bill
was to squeeze the small man out, and allow
the biz man to specialise. IFf that is its
objeet, T will vote against the clause. There
iz no chance of our factories competing with
the Japanese in any ease. You might as
well ask a man with an axe to compete with
a machine saw. The person who s
struggling along by himself with the help
of one assistant ought to be allowed to work
a5 long as he likes. I should like to see Mr.

Mann alter his amendment to read “not
more than two persons.”
Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The Honorary

Minister save that, whatever happens, ‘he
Act will be administered with diseretion by
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the Minister.  This and kindred wmeasures
are part of the policy of preference to
unionists. We cannot get away from that.
The party in power does not like employers,
but wants employees. It wants all em-
ployees driven into big factories where

they can be controlled, and by means
of which cffect can be given to the
policy of prefererece to unionists. The

vight of a man toe work as and where
he thinks fit, for the maintenance of his
family, is a sideline eompared with that
policy. The effect of this Bill will be to
exterminate all small men.

Hon. T. MOORE: The time has arvived
when we must establish our own factories.
There was a time when the Japanese fae-
tories were where our factories are to-day,
bat they did not remain there. The Japan-
ese are prepared to sell all their surplus
stuff to undereut us. If they cannot get
28s. for a bieyele, they will accept 25s. By
the manipulation of their own money per-
haps the Japanese worker may be better off
in his own eounfry than our workers are
here. After all, our men only get the right
to live.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: It is recruited labour
there.

Hon. R. G. Moore: We cannot compete
with them.

Hon. T. MOORE: We cannot cut off the
Japanese ‘factories to-day.

Hon. A. Thomson: We are not legislating
against the Japanese by this Bill

Hon. T. MOORE: We are legislating to
give our small factories that are already
established the right to get upon their feet.
That is what the Bill proposes to do. I
have expressed my honest opinions. 1 want
te see our factories grow, so that our child-
ren may get jobs. Unless we make a start,
we shall never have factories. At no time
have I said that Australia should compete
with Japanese bicyeles at 28s., but we can
produce all Australian requirements in Aus-
tralia.

Hon. G. W. Miles: At a price, which the
poor farmer will have to pay!

Heon. T. MOORE: We propose o regu-
late the manufacturer employing fewer
than four persons. It is unfair not to regu-
late him as well. We should aim at pro-
ducing in Australia all that Australians
need, for only in that way can Australia
become a nation. Our little factories should
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be allowed to get a move on, instead of
being foreced out of existence by smaller
factories.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I move—

That the Chairman do now leave the Chair.

Mofion put, and a division taken with
the following resuli:—

Ayes .. .. .. .o 14

Noes .. .. .. B

Majority for .. .. 3
AYES,

Hon, E. H. Angelo
Hon, C. F, Baxter

Hon. W. J. Maon
Houn. G, W, Miles

Hon. L. Craig Hon. T. Moore
Hon. E. H. H. Hall Hon. J. Nicholson
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon. A, Thomson

Hon. J. J. Holmes
Hon. J. M, Macfarlane

Hon, H. J, Yelland
Houn, H. 8. W. Parker

(Tefler, )
Noks.
Hon. L. B. Bolton Hon. W. H. Kltson
Hon. A. M. Clydesdale Hon. R. G, Moore
Hon. J. M. Drew Hon. H. V, Piesse
Hoa. C. G, Elllott Hon. C. B. Williams
Hon. @. Fraser Hoo. J. T. Franklin

Hoo. E. H, Gray (Telker.)
Motion thus passed.
The Chairman aecordingly left the Chair,
and the Bill lapsed.

House adjourned at 11.8 p.m,

[ASSEMBLY.]
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

p.m., and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

the Lient.-Governor ve-
the

Message from
ceived and read notifying assent to
undermentioned Bills:—

1, Road Districts Act Amendment (Nu.

2).
2. Gold Minmg Profits Tax Assessment.

QUESTION—LICENSING ACT,
Instructions to Police.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Justice: Will the Government see that simi-
lar instructions to those issumed fo Sergt.
Clements at Kalgoorlie in regard to the ad-
ministration of the licensing laws there, are
issned to the officer administering the licens-

~ing laws on the Murchison and each Mur-

chison district, especially Wilona 2

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE re-
niled: No instructions were issned to Ser-
geant Ciements by the Government.

QUESTION— ‘HANSARD’® STAFF.

Aceommodation.

Mr. NORTH asked the Acting Minister for
Works: 1, Is it a fact that the “Hansard”
staff are accommodated in a structure that
was erected originally 30 years ago to serve



